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In this “* War Christmas” there are no Christmas gifts that can equal in 
joy-bringing power the gift of Life from the Prince of Peace that is 
being carried to the soldiers in the trenches of death. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph C. Norton are representing The Sunday School Times in this 
glad work in Europe, and something is told of their work in this Christ- 


LIKES 


mas Number. The war veteran standing beside them, in front of the 
Robert Raikes monument in London, is Corporal Joseph, a Flemish lad 
of seventeen, three times wounded, who is back at the front with a new 
commission,—an Apostle of the Trenches, distributing the Word to hun- 
dreds of French and Belgian soldiers. 
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THIS OFFER IS FOR YOU! 


ALL INTELLIGENT AND HONEST- 
WORKING TEACHERS WANT 


The Best Helps in Their Work 
NOT ONE, BUT SEVERAL. 
Be Completely Equipped for Teaching 


BY SUBSCRIBING FOR 


THE 


Sunday-School World 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 48-52 PAGES 





We aim to make every line of reading matter 
of service. The WORLD can have wniters 
best qualified for the service required because 
it has no denominational restrictions. 


Each Lesson has TEXT in full from the 
American Standard Revised and the 
King James Versions 

Explanation and Lesson Unfolded 

Light from the Orient 

Illustrations from Life 





Teaching the Lesson: 
In Adult Classes and the Home Dep’t 

n Boys’ Classes 
In Girls’ Classes 
With Primaries and Juniors 
For the Superintendent 

Blackboard Illustrations 
SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY. New Plan of Bible Readings, with interpretation 
daily by Rev. F. B. Meyer, of London, England. 

Inspiration for Sunday-School Workers. Short articles of things accomplished. 
Good Reading for the Home, choice articles interesting to all in the family circle. 
Contributed Articles, suggestion along all lines of Sunday-school work. 


TO INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIBERS: 75 cents per year, or $1.25 for 
© TWO years. 
TO SCHOOLS: 60 cents per copy per year when ordered in clubs 
a of three or more copies sent to ove address. 
To Post-offices in Canada,12 cts.additional per copy per year must be added to the prices. 


THE OFFER: YOU may have a copy through 1916 if you send FIFTY 
¢ CTS. BEFORE DECEMBER 30, 1915. Mention S. S. Times 


AMERICAN SUNDAY=SCHOOL UNION 
1816 CHESTNUT STREET, = = = PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


























Busy Teachers 


FOR OVER FORTY YEARS 


have found that Peloubet’s Select Notes gave them 
in a few minutes just what they needed in order to 
interest boys and girls in the Sunday School lesson, 
and thus make the lesson hour one of both pleasure 
and instruction. It contains the best and latest il- 
lustrations and explanations of the subject-matter, 
presented in a concise and effective manner, thus 
giving to the teacher the power to impart the truths 
in an interesting and forceful way. 



















































Send for Free Sample Pages, and note how 
clearly yet concisely the Scripture text is explained and illustrated. 
Cloth, 384 pages, $17.00 met; delivered $1.15. 








Uniform Graded Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded to be 
unexcelled, and have won the first place among Sunday School periodicals. 

Our corps of editors, comprising Rev. F. N. PELouBET, D.D., REv. A. H. 
MCKINNEY, PH.D., Mrs. LILLIAN KENNEDY WYMAN, and Mrs. ANNA L. 
BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday School writers, and their names guarantee 
their worth, 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons in the 
most helpful and concise form. 

Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Department 
requisites, 





The books we publish are of exceptional worth and merit. Our object is to pro- 
vide good literature for young people of a character both to instruct and enter- 
tain. Although these stories are primarily for young people, they are intensely 
interesting to older readers. 

We shall be pleased to send our complete Illustrated Book Catalogue on request 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


A selected list of GO subjects to illustrate the International Sunday School Les- 
sons for 1916, Price, in a box, 50 cents, postpaid. 





If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered in lots of 10 or more. Price, 
I cent each, postpaid. In ordering, give the numbers, 


| Boston, mass. W. A. WILDE CO., 








Chicago, Ill. 
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Six Christmas Books (Ss) 


On Nazareth Hill By Albert E. Bailey 


This book about Palestine is different. It is not a record of travel, yet everyone who has 





traveled in Palestine will want to read it. It is not a treatise on religious education, yet every 
parent and teacher who is interested in spiritual values will find it uniquely suggestive. It is not 
an exposition of the Bible, yet it lights up many pages of the Book and constitutes a hitherto 
unwritten chapter in the life of Jesus, tis a story and a background, a description and an 
interpretation. 

‘The various exits and entrances, the scenes of conflict and heroic action are given in /wenty- 
three full-page hal/-tones, and something of the beauty and meaning of the drama is recreated in 
the page of descriptive text that accompanies each picture, ‘The fine map in two colors makes 


the spacial relations clear. An admirable Christmas gift for anyone. $1.00 net. 


His Birthday Mary E. Chase 


An exceptionally interesting story of the child Jesus centering in imagination around the 
events of his sixth birthday. His mother brings out the gifts presermecd to him by the Shepherds 
and the Wise Men, and tells him over again the old story of that first birthday and the signifi- 
cance of the gifts. This little book will make a charming present for the Christmas season. 
Printed in two colors, with frontispiece by Frank T. Merrill. Price, 50 cents net. 


The David Stories Emma Cram 


These are true stories out of the boyhood of a typical New England country home of a hun- 
dred years ago. Boys will enjoy the stories for their natural, boyish interest and_ their odd 
experiences, Older readers wil! appreciate this attractive glimpse of life in the former days. ‘The 
illustrations by Clara E, Atwood are in two colors, and add greatly to the enjoyment of the book. 
Price, 50 cents net. 


Little Miss Muffett Abroad Alice E. Ball 


A Mother Goose favorite modernized. A book that will appeal to children of all ages. Miss 
Ball has studied the life of foreign nations by visiting them, and she has adapted the Miss Muffett 
idea to little girls of all nations, the national peculiarity in each case being cleverly depicted. The 
four color plates and thirty-six full-page drawings by H. Boylston Dummer admirably fit the 
text and bring vividly before us the youngsters of far-away places whom Miss Muffett encounters 
in her travels over the world. Price, $1.00 net. 


The Bluebird’s Garden Patten Beard 


A collection of charming short stories for little children,told originally to a little girl by a bluebird. 
** Every day he came to the garden where she played and sang a story to her.” ‘They are brimful 
of interest, and sometimes, pleasantly concealed, is a lesson about kindness, or neatness, or gene- 
rosity, or some other practical matter which the child will think about. Twenty-seven stories 
with illustrations in colors and marginal decorations by A. G. Hull. One of the most charming 
books for boys and girls we have ever published. Price, $1.00 net. 
Frances 


Object Lessons for the Cradle Roll Weld Danielson 


Fifty-two lessons to instruct little children in the home, using as aids the things that are most 


prominent in the little child’s world,—his food, his clothes, his home, his pets, his friends, etc., 
loaf of bread, an apple, a woolen coat, a toy house, money, a dish of flour, Nothing better has 
been provided for development of cradle instruction. A dozen new selections of music by Miss 


Grace W. Conant. 38 blackboard illustrations by D. R. Augsburg. Price, $1.00 net. 
To Accompany Object Lessons for the Cradle Roll Nest of Ten Blocks. ‘These have 
* pictures on the five sides in two colors, illustrating the ten topics, for the teacher or mother to use 
with the children. Blocks are more easily handled than pictures,—they adapt themselves to play, 
and are always fascinating to little children. The set, 75 cents net. 











The Pilgrim Press 


14 Beacon Street 19 W. Jackson Street 
BOSTON, MASS. CHICAGO, ILL. 














‘The Best Edition 
Holman 


Pronouncing 
Teachers’ Bibles 


with the famous Self-Pronouncing 
text (an original Holman idea) are 
printed on the best and thinnest 
opaque paper, from the clearest 
type used in Bibles; absolutely 
flexible bindings. 

They wear better and look better 
after ten years’ service than many irre- 
sponsible editions do in ten months. 

The Maps and Helps in the Teachers” 
editions have been revised to date by 
Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., of Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lesson fame. * Ori- 
ental Light” (containing over 100 illus- 
trations) is the latest and most important con- 
tribution to Bible study. Our oldest favorite, 
p> + emeaaa a and Answers, is also in- 








Beautiful Pictures in Colors 
are to be found in the new 


Holman 


Pictorial Text 
Bibles 


Each piture explained. The series con- 
sists of photographs of places prominently 
mentioned in the Scriptures ; actual photo- 

aphs of people and objects in the Holy 

nd; selections from the works of mod- 
ern artists familiar with Palestine. The 
— a new book when read in 


HOLY 
BIBLE 


PRONOUNCING 
~ 





Ask for the Agate Pronouncing 
Edition No. 9215. Bound in genuine 
leather, overlapping covers, red under 
gold edges. Size 334x534 inches. 


Special price, $1.25, postage paid. 





Specimen of Type. 
N OW when Jé’sus was born in 
Béth'lé-hém of Jii-de’a in the 
days of Hér’od the king, behold, 


 < rere. eee $2.25 
No. 812RL (Red Letter Edition) . $2.65 
Also in Black, Heavy-FaceType,non-pronouncing. 
No. 4412, $2.00, postage paid. 
Ask your Bookselier. lf unable to supply, 
write to the l'ublishers 


NEARLY FIFTY CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF BIBLE MAKING 


What Does this Mean to You? 
Just this: The Standard of Excellence in 
Every Detail of Manufacture 
An ordinary book depends largely on the covers to keep it together. The Bible is made for constant use, and 
Holman Bibles without covers are so thoroughly made that they would last for years in this condition, the only dis- 
advantage being the curling of the unprotected leaves. e addition of a cover to a Holman Bible doubles the 


wearing qualities, and the publishers claim that a Holman Bible will last twice as long as an ordinary book. That 
is why Holman advertisements read : 


“Absolutely flexible and durable bindings.” 
A. J. Holman Company, Philadelphia 


ORIGINATORS OF PRONOUNCING TEACHERS BIBLES 











Ask your Bookseller. If unable to 
supply, write to the Publishers 
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Che Snday School Gimes 


Copyright, rors, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, December 4, 1915 


* Vol. Fifty-seven, No. 49 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 744 








Lesson for December 19 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters : 





Elisha’s Eyesight and Truthfulness . . ..... . . 732 

Already Paid For. ..... et 0 eww eo 4 6 FES 
A Christmas Prayer . . . 732 
Will the Great War Give Palestine to the Jews? By 

David Baron. . : eae 
The Expected Guest. "By Annie Trumbull Slosson. . . 734 


The Greatest Dav in Billy Sunday's Career. By the Rev. 
Albert C, Fulton. . - 735 
Where Are the Lost Ten Tribes? " By President Robert 


ey A: Ser ee ee 736 
Recruiting for Apostles of the Trenches. By Mrs. Ralph 

RS ae a ae ee ae ee ef 737 
General I.esson Helps . . 638- 743 


The Young People’s Prayer Mee ting. By "Robert E. Spe e'.2744 
Can You Answer ‘These apenas By Samuel Sco- 


SS ee ° slg, apertotars aaa hal <-qcldk at the. hm oc 
For Children at Hiome . . - 748 
For Family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph Wi Ww. ‘Kemp . 748 
Books ‘hat Are “Vorth Knowing. . . . 746 
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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.— Psa. 103 : 8 


. October 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard. ...... t Kings 21 


x 
2. October 10.—Elijah Taken Up into Heaven . . 1 Kings 2: 1-12@ 
3. October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian .. . . 2 Kings 5 
4. October 24.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders. . . . 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
§. October 31.-—‘he Boy Joash Crowned King 2 Kings 11 : 1-20 
6. November 7.—Joash Repairs the Temple . 2 Kings 11 : 21 to 12 : 16 
3. November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World’s 

Temperenes GOREN) s -. + + occ owe eee Dan. tr 
8. November 21.— Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 

(Foreign Missionary Lesson) . Jonah 3:1 to4: 
9. November 28.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet eager: 

Missionary Lesson) ; . Amos 5: 1-15 


10. December 5.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment. . . . 2 Chron. 26 


11. December 12.—Jehovah Yearns over Backsliding 


nel gs Sake aS lies - A petal!) Salerilh eae arias Raat Hos. rn : 1-11 
12. December 19.—The Fall and Captivity 

PO Fe aa . . 2 Kings 17: 1-18 
Or, Christmas Lesson : The Song of ‘the 

PEAR era Luke 2: 1-20 
83. December 26. —Review : Jehovah’ s Gracious Promises to 

OO a ry rrr oe ee oe ae Read Hos. 14 


Christmas Chimes 
By Anna M. King 


** He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied.’’—Isaiah 53 : 11 


ING, ye joy-bells, ring, as never before ; 

Waken the echoes from shore unto shore, 

Tell to the world the glad story again, 
Peace upon earth and goodwill unto men. 
Ring in the dawning of earth’s gladdest day, 
Shackles and fetters unloosed fall away, 
Barriers crumble to rise nevermore, 
Soon will the struggle, the travail, be o’er, 
Chime low, ye bells, as our offering we bring, 
Gift of a life, to our triumphant King. 








The Key to This Earth 


God wants to unlock the treasures of this earth 


to his human children. But he cannot do it until 
the key is ready to be fitted into the lock, That key 
is the Jew. We have been slow to realize this. Bible 
study makes it very plain. ‘*God made Palestine 
the center of the inhabited earth ; he made the Jew- 
ish nation the center of all other nations ; and he has 
destined that there shall be no harmonization of peo- 
ples, from a geographical, commercial, or religious 
standpoint, until the Jews have taken their rightful 
place at Messiah's feet and the Promised Land has 
become the praise and glory of the whole earth.’’ 
David Baron’s remarkable article on the Jews in this 
issue of The Sunday School Times will doubtless 
amaze while it enlightens many readers. A Confer- 
ence on Behalf of Israel was held last month in Chi- 
cago by Christian evangelists and Bible students ; its 
message and significance will be given in an early 
issue of the Times. Our Lord's first coming to earth 
resulted in the opening of the doors of God's grace to 
us Gentiles, while a ‘‘ hardening in part hath befallen 


Israel." His second coming will result in Israel's 
entering into that same grace through Jesus their then 
recognized Messiah ; ‘‘and so all Israel shall be 
saved,’ and this old earth will begin to know some 
of the blessings of Eden days, Let us praise God, at 
this Christmas season, for the future as well as the 
present and past blessings to this earth through his 
‘* unspeakable gift."’ 
Hx 


Supernatural Service 

God wants us to do for those around us what only 
God can do forthem. That is, he wants to replace 
our lives so completely with Christ that our service for 
others shall be literally the miracle of Christ's service 
for them. A delegate at one of the conferences last 
summer where the victorious life was being studied, 
herself rejoicing in victory in Christ, prayed for the 
consecrated missionaries who were attending the con- 
ference : ‘*Give them so much of Jesus that they shall 
be able to wash the feet of Judas.’’ She was quoting 
from a Bible study given by one of the missionary 
leaders of that conference. When we are serving in 
that way, feeling and showing glad readiness to wash 
the feet of any Judas that may be near us, we shall 
indeed be engaged in supernatural service. And the 
supernatural service of Christ working through us means 
supernatural results in those whom we serve. 


a 


Welcoming the Barriers 

Even Satan can be made the ally of God. Quite 
against the Devil's will, of course, his works have 
over and over again been made to contribute to the 
glory of God. So the barriers that he and evil men 
may put in the pathway of those who are God's own 
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When We See God’s 


EEING Jesus is victory. No believer can sin while 

looking at Jesus only. Seeing Jesus is trust. 

No believer can distrust while looking at Jesus 

only. Seeing Jesus is light, and life, and freedom, 
and omnipotence, and deathlessness. 

Not seeing Jesus’ works, —that is not what we need. 
His works are wonderful and mighty ; but we have 
something better to look at than Jesus’ works: we 
have Himself. He cannot work his wonderful works 
in us, for us, through us, unless we turn our gaze 
away from his works and look at him. 


A great horde of people for whom God was caring 
as he had never cared for any other people on earth 
was being led by him triumphantly through a dreary 
wilderness into a land of plenty. Then they rebelled 
bitterly against God’s ways with them ; and suddenly 
they found-death in their midst, as fiery serpents ap- 
peared and struck them down with poisoned fangs 
until the people were dying on every side. 

Now their leader, at God's direction, did a strange 
thing. He made a fiery serpent of brass, set it up 
on a pole, and told the people simply to look at it. 
And whoever looked at it, no matter how much he 
had in his veins of the deadly poison that was strang- 
ling his heart to death, was made a well man again. 
Only a look at the brazen serpent, and he lived : that 
was all. It was so simple that doubtless some did 
not take the trouble to look—and they died. 

There was life in the look. The people were not 
asked to know how looking at the serpent was going 
tocure them. They were simply asked tolook. The 
result was not their responsibility. But the result was 
life, health ; freedom from poison, paralysis, and death. 

** And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up ; 





are to be welcomed and eagerly put to use. Obsta- 
cles are powerless to defeat the purposes of God ; and 
even if they have no other use they can prove, every 
time, the undefeatable power and progress and glory 
of God and God's servants, The worst attack that 
Satan ever made against God, when he succeeded in 
getting Jesus Christ crucified, released the gospel to 
men as it had never been released before. So it can 
be in our own lives, of every lesser obstacle that is 
planted in our way; and we can say, with a recent 
writer, ‘‘ When obstacles are turned into helps there 
are no obstacles.’" Or with an old-time writer we 
can rejoice that ‘‘the things which have happened 
unto me have fallen out rather unto the progress of 
the gospel." What a one-sided life the Christian 
life is, with everything working for us ! 


x 
Warm, or Chilly? 


God's love is not a cold love. Those who are 
‘*filled unto all the fulness of God"’ with ‘the 
breadth and length and height and depth”’ of ‘the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge'’’ are so on 
fire for Him and His service that others around them 
are kept warm. That is the atmosphere that our 
Lord wants every church of his to have. If it were 
always present, there would be no trouble about tak- 
ing care of new converts. A missionary, recently 
speaking to an audience of ministers about prayer 
and revival in the church, said suggestively: ‘* Some 
trail-hitters go into the churches, and they don't stick 
there, and I don’t blame thei, for they haven't been 
converted to ¢hat kind of religion.’’ A chilly church 
is a dangerous place for the new convert whose heart 
for the first time is being warmed by the love of his 
newly found Saviour. Cold Christianity is crippled 
Christianity, 


“ 


Christmas Gift 


that whosoever believeth may in him have eternal 
life.’ Serpents were killing them ; that which was 
made a serpent saved them—if they looked at it. 
Sin is killing us; that which was made sin saves us 
—if we look. For ‘‘ Him who knew no sin he made 
to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him.’” There is righteous- 
ness, life, victory for us when we look at Jesus, 


A young man, perhaps a member of one of the 
best families in the land, tells us that he once had a 
stupendous, thrilling experience, ‘'I saw the Lord,"’ 
he declares. When God has been seen of men from 
time to time in the world’s history, whether in Old 
Testament or New Testament, it is believed to have 
been always and only the second person of the Trinity, 
Jesus, Jehovah-God who has thus revealed himself. 
‘*No man hath seen God [the triune God] at any 
time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.’’ As this man 
therefore looked on Jesus the Lord that long ago day, 
what was the result? 

First, he saw himself in his own vileness. ‘* Woe 
is me!’’ he cried out; ‘‘for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King, Jehovah of hosts.’’ 

There is no reason to suppose that this man, whose 
name was Isaiah, was a ‘*bad’’ man; onthe contrary, 
his life may well have been far better, cleaner, than 
most men’s. But, seeing Jesus, he saw his own 
righteousness as filthy rags. 

Then, because he was a believer, something won- 
derful happened. A live coal from the altar touched 
his mouth; and he heard the words, ‘‘ Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
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and thy sin forgiven.’’ Having seen Jesus, and hav- 
ing seen his own hopeless, poisonous worthlessness, 
he was—but not by his own merit or effort—cleansed 
completely and made righteous. 

Something still more wonderful happened. He 
heaed the voice of the Lord saying, ‘* Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?’’ The man who had 
seen his own worthlessness and uncleanness only a 
moment before, now actually dared to answer, ‘‘ Here 
am 1; send me.’’ And he was accepted as Jesus’ 
messenger! It gives a man holy boldness for service 
to see Jesus. 

We never see ourselves as we really are until we 
have seen Jesus. 

We never see ourselves forgiven and cleansed until 
we have seen Jesus. 

We are never equipped with power for Jesus’ serv- 
ice until we have seen Jesus. 

To see him, really to see him, is to be cast down, 
then raised up, then sent forth. 


When we look at Jesus, any darkness that we were 
in turns into light; for he is light. ‘* Again therefore 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.’’ 

And to see Jesus not only gives us light, but it makes 
us light. One of the sweetest words in the Psalms of 
‘the sweet psalmist of Israel,’’ made clearer by the 
Revised Version, is this : 


‘* They looked unto him, and were radiant’’ (Psa. 34: 5). 


The people with the shining faces are they who are 
looking unto Jesus, 

To see Jesus is to lose all fear,—even though the 
sight. of him has first caused us to fear. Three men 
once saw him in his glory, and heard the Father's 
own voice telling them of his love for his Son; they 
fell on their faces, and were sore afraid. ‘‘And Jesus 
cime and touched them and said, Arise, and be not 
afraid, And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, 
save Jesus only.’’ When the believer sees ‘‘ Jesus 
only’’ he loses all thought of fear, anxiety, worry. 
But it must be Jesus only. 

Seeing Jesus means forgiving our fellows. No be- 
liever can look into the face of Jesus and feel unloving 
toward any one. A man who was facing a mob was 
struck on his bare flesh by a jagged stone, hurled from 
that mob. Then another murderous stone struck him, 
then another, and another. ‘But he, being full of 
the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus.’ And, dying 
though he was, with what strength he had left ‘‘ he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge.’’ Seeing Jesus means 
forgiving even our enemies. 

To see Jesus is to have power over sin, freedom 
from the law of sin ; it is to hear his own voice say- 
ing, ‘‘Sin shall not have dominion over you.’’ It is 
only when we do not look at Jesus that we sin. 
‘* Whosoever sinneth hath not seen him.”’ 

To see Jesus is to be satisfied. No one knows the 
meaning of the word ‘‘satisfaction’’ in this life until 
he sees Jesus. Then he knows it as he had never 
supposed it was possible to know it. But the richest 
satisfaction of seeing Jesus in this life is going to be 
transcended when we see him in the next life. «I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness’’ 
(Psa. 17:15). Not, as this is so often misquoted, 
‘¢2n thy likeness." The Revised Version makes it 
plain, with the rendering, ‘'I shall be satisfied, when 
1 awake, with beholding thy form.’’ It is the sight of 
Jesus that satisfies us here, and will satisfy still more 
over there. 

But seeing Jesus also makes us like him. To see 
him by the eye of faith only, which is the most we 
can do in this world, begins the transformation. ‘ Be- 
holding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord [we] are 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory.’’ 
But the time is coming when, not as in a mirror but 
by direct sight, our seeing of Jesus shall instantly com- 
plete our miracle-transformation into this image. 
‘* Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not 
yet made manifest what we shall be. We know that, 
if [or when} he shall be manifested, we shall be like 
him ; for we shall see him even as he is.”’ . Seeing 
Jesus, we are here told by the Holy Spirit, is the cause 
of our being like him. Wedo not know how, or why ; 
it is a mystery ; but it is a God-covenanted pledge and 

~ fact. And we have the blessed earnest of it here and 
now. 

Perhaps we feel that we have not sufficient faith to 
see Jesus in such a way as to let ali these marvelous 
results come to pass in our own. life. If only our faith 
in him were all that it ought to be, we cry, then ‘‘see- 
ing Jesus*’ would mean these riches to us, and more. 
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us generous, self-forgetful, devoted to others, in 
Name. 
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We have tried so hard to deHeve sufficiently for these 
wonderful results ; but we have never been able (o ex- 
ercise enough belief, or belief of just the right sort. 

Well, then, it is time for us to stop, and stop for- 
ever, trying to make our belief, our faith, what it 
ought to be. For itis not our responsibility to get our 
faith just right. We can never make it right if we do 
try. But we can look unto Jesus. And, looking 
unto him, we can let him faithfully, successtully take 
care of our faith. For it is his duty to create and 
sustain and carry through to perfection our faith, 
‘* Looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our 
faith."’ Not ‘‘looking unto our faith’’ until we get 
it right ; that is not our duty, not our responsibility. 
But as we look unto Jesus Ae brings our faith into 
existence, and He brings it to completion. It is 
easier, simpler to look unto Jesus than to work up the 
right faith. A little child can look unto Jesus. And 
looking unto Jesus will make and keep us little chil- 
dren. 

Perhaps we had forgotten that the highest heights, 
the deepest depths, the breadest reaches, the blessed- 
est mysteries, the saintliest achievements of holiness, 
and of abiding, and of prevailing prayer, and of vic- 
tory,—all these and every other need of our spiritual 
and temporal life as well,—are met simply and always 
and only by looking at Jesus. Have we been taking 
the time in our own life lately to see Him? It does 
not take long to do it; yet it may prove so blessed that 
we shall find we must give a good deal of time to it. 

Just look at Jesus. With your mind’s eye see him 
before you'this moment. Look into his face ; look 
into his eyes ; look into his heart. Do not try to see 
his works ; just see //imz. He is better than his best 
works. Look unto Jesus. 

And while you are seeing him, he is devoting him- 
self in all his grace and omnipotence, triumphantly 
and undefeatably, to making and keeping you in his 
image. 
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Elisha’s Eyesight and Truthfulness 

Bible difficulties are blessed challenges to dig 
hidden riches out of the supernatural Word. Some- 
times, by being satisfied with an explanation that 
smooths down the difficulty, we miss the hidden 
truth, 

In the lesson of October 10, ‘‘Elijah Taken Up 
into Heaven,’ it is difficult té understand just why 
Elisha’s request for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit 
should be granted only on condition that he see Elijah 
when he was taken from him. A common suggestion, 
and one that was given in The Sunday School Times 
lesson department, is that this was a test of Elisha’s 
steadfastness in remaining with Elijah, and of his 
watchfulness in looking at Elijah. But a business 
man in Toronto, William Hamilton, who is also 
Chairman of the Home Department Committee of the 
International Sunday-school Association, has found a 
more satisfying explanation, and he has written his 
suggestion to The Sunday School Times : 

Is there not room for an entirely different view, which 
removes the difficulty ? 

At a later time, when Elisha and his servant at Dothan 
awoke in the morning and found themselves surrounded 
by the Syrian army, and when the servant said, ‘ Alas, 
my master! how shall we do?" Elisha prayed God to 
open the eyes of the young man that he might see, and in 
answer to the prayer his eyes were opened, and he beheld 
the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire for their 
deliverance. Evidently until the young man’s eyes were 


opened he had not the spiritual insight to discern the 
horses and chariots of fire. 
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When Elijah said to Elisha, ‘If thou see me when I 
am taken from thee,”” was he not referring to this spiritual 
capacity, and promising Elisha that if he possessed such 
he would have a double portion of his (Elijah’s) spirit? 

It may be objected to this view that what ijab said 
was, ‘‘ If thou see me when I am taken from thee.’ That 
would seem to raise the question whether Elijah was not, 
at the moment of his being seized by the spiritual forces, 
changed from a physical being to a spiritual being, and 
whether he did not then rank with the horses and chariots 
as being visible only to those whose spiritual vision had 
been developed ? ‘Would not Elisha’s exclamation, ‘‘ My 
father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof!'’ be a sufficient intimation to Elijah that Elisha 
had qualified ; in consequence of which, as he went, he 
bestowed his mantle? 

Elijah, then, was awaiting God’ s answer to Elisha’s 
bold request for the ‘‘ hard thing,’’ an answer which 
God gave by bestowing on the younger prophet a 
supernatural power to see the things of the spirit 
world. That same God-given insight revealed’ to 
Elisha the horses and chariots of fire that filled the 
mountain at Dothan for his protection. 

In connection with this lesson on ‘‘ Elisha’s Heavenly 
Defenders,’’ Mr. Hamilton makes an illuminating 
suggestion that has a bearing on the question of 
Elisha’s truthfulness when he told the Syrians that the 


man whom they sought was in Samaria : 

In treating the lesson of October 24, ‘‘ Elisha’s Heavenly 
Defenders*’ (2 Kings 6 : 8-23), considerable importance 
attaches to the question of Elisha’s truthfulness, when he 
said, ‘‘ This is not the way, neither is this the city ; follow 
me and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek.”’ At- 
tempts are made to defend his seeming equivocation or 
concealment, if nothing stronger ; and even so great an 
authority as the late Editor of Ihe Sunday School Times, 
H. Clay Trumbull, in his book, ‘‘A Lie Never Justifi- 
able,"’ bases his defense, or explanation, on the common 
assumption that Elisha was dealing with the army as seek- 
ing him. 

Does it not clear the ground better and render all such 
defense unnecessary if we assume, as seems warranted, 
that when Elisha said, ‘‘I will bring you to the man 
whom ye seek,"’ he referred to the king of Israel? It was 
as if he had said: ‘‘ You seek me, but I am only your sec- 
ondary quest; the King of Israel is the man you want, 
and you seek me only because I am regarded as the ob- 
stacle in the way of your finding him. Follow me and I 
will bring you to the man whom you really seek.’* And 
he brought them to Samaria where the King of Israel was, 

Supporting the view that it was the person of the King 
of Israel which was sought see verse 10, where the his- 
torian says, regarding the escape of the King of Israel: 
‘‘And the King of Israel sent to the place which the man 
ot God told him and warned him of ; and hesaved himself 
there, not once nor twice."’ Taking this view, which 
seems to me reasonable, I see no other difficulties which 
are not easily solved. 

ya 


Already Paid For 


Please advise the price of Griffith Thomas and Rogers, 
to whom you refer in your ‘Times.—A NEBRASKA BUSI- 
NESS MAN. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas and Mr. Rogers are not for sale ! 
Many men have their price, but these two men are not 
among them! There are, indeed, books by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas and Mr. Rogers ; and these books are for 
sale, and The Sunday School Times heartily recom. 
mends them. But the Times’ references to these two 
men that called forth the Nebraska reader's inquiry 
were not even references to books. They were refer- 
ences to writings by these authors that the Nebraska 
reader has already bought and paid for. It's not go- 
ing to cost him a cent to get the full benefit of the 
writings that were mentioned. And this is the reason : 

Every week in The Lesson Pilot the Editor mentions 
particularly helpful points on the lesson that have been 
brought out by other lesson articles in that same issue, 
—these articles being written by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
and Mr. Rogers and half a dozen others. The Pilot 
article, therefore, is a sort of time-saving guideboard 
to the contents of the lesson department in each issue 
of the Times, in addition to suggesting a plan of lesson 
study and teaching by itself. 

When, for example, you find in The Lesson Pilot in 
this issue, ‘‘Israel sinned against clear light and God's 
persistent pleading (Griffith Thomas, II, 7),’’—that 
means that in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article, ‘‘ Master- 
ing the Whole Lesson,’’ on the page that follows the 
Pilot, in Section II, in a paragraph at the end of which 
the figure 7 has been inserted, you will find a fuller 
discussion of that point. Bold type figures are in- 
serted at the ends of the paragraphs in the different 
lesson writers’ articles to which The Lesson Pilot re- 
fers, for the reader's greater convenience in locating 
those paragraphs. 

And any one who is, like this Nebraska business 
man, farseeing enough to send The Sunday School 
Times Company the price of a year’s subscription to 
The Sunday School Times, has fully paid for ‘‘Grif- 
fith Thomas and Rogers’’ and so much else of ines- 
timable value that the modesty of the editors, pre- 
vents their mentioning it here! 
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Will the Great War Give Palestine to the Jews ? 


The-mystery of the ‘‘ land without a people’”’ 





By David Baron 


Author of “ The Ancient Scriptures and the Modern Jew,” etc., Director of 
the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, Editor of The Scattered Nation 





HE late Dr. Adolph Saphir began one of his lec- 
tures on the Bible by reminding his audience 
of the following three fundamental facts : 

1. There is a Book which is different from all 
other books—the writings of Moses and the prophets, 
evangelists, and apostles, commonly called the Book, 
or Bible. 

2. There is a Nation different from all other na- 
tions, a peculiar people with a history wonderful from 
its beginning hitherto—the Jews, or the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

3. There is a Man different from all other men, 
the Man Christ Jesus—Son of the Virgin Mary, of the 
seed of Abraham, the King of the Jews, and Light of 
the Gentiles, the Lord from heaven, and the Son of 
the Most High, blessed for ever. 

To these three I would add one more fundamental 
fact: There is a Land different from all other lands, 
which, like the Book, and the Nation, and-the Man 
Christ Jesus, concerns the whole of humanity—‘* PAL- 
ESTINE,’’ ‘* The Holy Land,’’ or ** Ze Land,"’ as it 
is sometimes emphatically called in the Bible to dis- 
tinguish it from all other lands, —the cradle of God's 
self-revelation, and the center of God’s governmental 
dealings with all the nations of the earth. 

These four,—the wonderful Book, the peculiar 
Nation, the glorious Man who is the sum and sub- 
stance of the Book and the true center and culmina- 
tion of the history of the People, and the Land, the 
home of the Nation, where the Divine thoughts re- 
vealed in the Book found their human form of ex- 
pression so as to be intelligible to all nations of the 
earth, and where in the fulness of time the Eternal 
Word himself became flesh and dwelt among men, 
and which he forever consecrated with his soul's 
travail and atoning death and glorious resurrection, 
and from which he ascended,—all these, I say, are 
interrelated, and must be studied together if we are to 
have a proper understanding of any one of them. 

The Jews regarded Palestine and Jerusalem in par- 
ticular as the very center of the globe. This is car- 
ried to absurd lengths in the legends which are gath- 
ered around the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
where, as any tourist in Palestine knows, a circle of 
marble pavement and a short column are pointed out 
by the Greek priests as marking the exact physical 
center of the earth as attested by the Lord himself. 
Yet there is a great truth in this ancient Jewish and 
Christian tradition. Palestine, if not exactly the 
physical center, was certainly intended of God to be 
the moral and spiritual center of the world. But 
even geographically the position of Palestine is most 
central, and we cannot but trace definite design and 
a divine purpose in selecting this land as the habita- 
tion of the people who were ordained to carry the 
knowledge of the one true God to all the nations. 


Always the World’s Center 

In olden times it stood midway between the three 
greatest nations of antiquity : Assyria, Egypt, and 
Greece ; and to-day it not only remains ‘‘the key 
between the East and the West,’’ but commands 
equal facilities of access to Europe, Africa, and Asia, 

There is no country which holds such an important 
and central place in the world’s history, or which has 
exercised such an influence on the destiny of man- 
kind. From earliest times the strip of coastland 
known as Palestine proper was a leading factor in 
the politics of the great world empires which lay on 
the banks of the Nile and the Euphrates ; and it was 
only as the movements of Egypt, or Assyria, Medo- 
Persia, or Greece, or Rome, or of any of the other 
Gentile nations affected that land, or as they were 
brought into touch with it, that they are brought 
within the range of sacred history, which is the only 
wholly truthful record of events that are of perma- 
nent importance to mankind, And since in his in- 
finite wisdom it pleased God to choose one people as 
the medium of his self-revelation to the whole of 
mankind, so that for many centuries while darkness 
covered the earth and gross darkness the peoples Is- 
rael's psalmists and prophets gould sing, 


**In Judah is God known, 
Ilis name is great in Israel, 
In Salem is his tabernacle, 
And his dwelling-place in Zion,’’— 


When the “‘ rumors of war ’’ in the armed camp 
of Europe broke into actual blaze, the eyes of 
keen newspaper men turned toward Palestine. 

These men who strive to search into thé mind of 
the world’s statesmen began to ask what effect the 
great war would have upon the Jews, and upon 
Turkey, the present possessor of Palestine. 

A werld-famed Bible teacher and student of 
prophecy gave as his carefully thought out convic- 
tion that if Turkey and the Balkan states became 
involved, the war would mark the beginning of 
**the end of the age.”’ 


**Do you think that the great European war is 
really a contest to secure the Promised Land?” 
was one of a number of questions relating to the 
Jews and their land that were discussed in Notes 
on Open Letters in the issue of November 20. 


Several of these questions are answered directly 
or indirectly in this article and one that is to follow, 
by Mr. Baron, of London, England, the Hebrew- 
Christian leader who is qualified as perhaps no other 
living man to present tne Bible facts and their rela- 
tion to present-day conditions of the People and 
the Land that unlock the world’s history. 








he placed that people in the most central position 
possible, and set ‘the bounds”’ of all the other peo- 
ples ‘‘according to the number of the children of 
Israel'’ (Deut. 32). 

It is in reference to her appointed position as the 
God-ordaining center, whence his light and truth 
should eventually go forth among all nations, that he 
says through Ezekiel: ‘*This is Jerusalem, I have 
set her in the midst of the nations and countries that 
are round about her,’’ 

It is true that Israel through unbelief and apostasy 
largely failed in this missien, and too often only 
brought reproach on the Holy Name which they pro- 
fessed ; yet it is a remarkable fact, as an eminent 
writer well observes, ‘*a fact which every thoughtful 
student of history must admit, that during the whole 
period of Jewish history, light— intellectual, moral, 
and religious—radiated from Palestine, and from it 
alone. ‘Ihe farther one receded from that land the 
more dim the light became, and the nearer one ap- 
sproached it shone with purer radiance. The heavenly 
knowledge communicated in ‘sundry times’ and in 
‘divers manners’ through the Jewish patriarchs and 
prophets was unfolded and perfected by our Lord and 
his apostles. In their age Palestine became the 
birthpiace of intellectual life and civil and religious 
liberty. From these have since been developed all 
the scientific triumphs, all the social progress, all the 
moral greatness and grandeur of the civilized world.”’ 

But the question is, What about the future? Will 
the glory yet again return to that land? Or will the 
word ‘‘Ichabod’’ remain written upon it forever? 
Has the purpose which God had in choosing one land 
and one people for carrying out his counsels of grace 
been either frustrated or already fuily accomplished ; 
or have that land and people still an important part 
to play in the fulfilment of God’s plan for the blessing 
of mankind ? 

The answer which the Word of God gives to these 
questions is plain and unequivocal, ‘He that scat- 
tered Israel will gather him as a shepherd doth his 
flock’’ (Jer. 31: 10), ‘* For Jehovah will have mercy 
on Jacob and will yet choose Israel and set them in 
their own land’’ (Isa. 14:11). ‘‘And Jehovah shall 
inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and choose 
Jerusalem again’’ (Zech. 2:12). ‘*Thus saith the 
Lord God, because the enemy hath said against you, 
Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in pos- 
session, ... therefore thus saith the Lord God, I 
have lifted up mine hand, Surely the heathen that 
are about you, they shall bear their shame. But ye, 
O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel ; 
for they are at hand to come. For, behold, I am for 
you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled 
and sown ;: and I will multiply men upon you, all the 


house of Israel, even all of it ; and the cities shall be 
inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded; and I 
will multiply upon you man and beast; and they 
shall increase and biing fruit ; and I will settle you 
after your old estates, and will do better unto you than 
at your beginnings ;: and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord. Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even 
my people Israei: and they shall possess thee, and 
thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them of men"’ 
(Ezek. 36: 6-12). And in like manner do also all 
the other prophets testify. 

Meanwhile it is of importance to Bible students to 
note that in the present and in the future, and for 
good and for evil, the destiny and experience of the 
Land is involved in that of the People. Let me sum 
up the whole by reminding the reader of two or three 
striking facts. 

1. The Promised Land is still the Land of Promise; 
it has never yet become the Land of Possession. The 


territory covered by the excellent map of Western 


Palestine brought out by the Palestine Exploration 
Fund of Great Britain, which includes, roughly speak- 
ing, an area of about 6,000 square miles, is all which 
the Jews in the past can be said to have really pos- 
sessed.. But that as a matter of fact is only about 
one-fiftieth part of that which is included within the 
bounds of the Promised Land. People have some- 
times adduced the smallness of the land as an argu- 
ment against a literal restoration of the Jews ; they 
say that so limited an area could not support a na- 
tion of twelve or thirteen millions. But they over- 
look the fact that the land which by oath and cove- 
nant belongs to israel extends from ‘‘the river of 
Egypt’’ (that is, the Nile) to the Euphrates, and in- 
cludes an area of 300,000 square miles, 


Why a Special Curse for Palestine ? 

It is true that within the boundaries of the Promised 
Land, especially toward the south and east, there are 
included large tracts of desert. Even parts ot Pales- 
tine proper which were anciently famed for their beauty 
and fertility have for many centuries lain desolate and: 
have become wilderness places. But Palestine is now 
what it is in fulfilment of the Word of God. 

There is a parallelism between creation as a whole 
as having become involved in the sin of man, and 
Palestine being involved in the sin of Israel. When 
Adam sinned God said to him, ‘‘ Cursed is the ground 
for thy sake, in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life, thorns and thistles shall it bring forth unto 
thee,’’ and ever since the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now, and evi- 
dences of a blight which has come over creation are 
around us everywhere, The same thing is true in a 
special manner with regard to Palestine. Because of 
the sin of the people a special curse descended also 
on the land, and the prophetic warnings uttered by 
Moses at the very beginning of Israel’s national his- 
tory have become true. 

We read, for instance, in Deuteronomy 29 that a 
time would come when strangers visiting Palestine 
and beholding its desolations would ask themselves, 
‘¢ Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land ? 
What meaneth the heat of his great anger? Then 
men shall say : Because they have forsaken the cov- 
enant of the Lord God of their fathers which he made 
with them... and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against the land to bring upon it all the curses that 
are written in this book.’’ But, blessed be God, it 
is part of our Christian hope and expectation that as 
one result of the redemption accomplished by our 
Lord Jesus Christ the curse shall be lifted from off 
this earth, and creation itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious lib- 
erty of the children of God. Then also, when Israel's 
national covenant relationships with God are restored, 
the double curse which has rested upon the land shall 
be removed, and ‘the Lord shall comfort Zion. He 
will comfort all her waste places, and he will make 
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the 
garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody"’ (Isa. 


5 : 1-3). 








734" 


SS 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


DECEMBER 4, 1015 








A Christmas story of the house at the crossroads, where 
there wos always oa light in the window after dark 


THE EXPECTED GUEST 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 





E HAD been talking, the good old deacon and 
I, over many things. But most of all we had 
spoken together, as so often of late, of one 
wonderful thing, one dwelt upon, vivified and glow- 
ing, in many souls in these troublous days ; and our 
hearts had burned within us. At last the deacon 
said, half-hesitatingly, ‘‘I wish you would go and 
see Miss Butler, Aunt Myry, as they call her, up at 
the Corners, you know.”’ 

‘*Why, is there anything I can do for her? I hear 
she is out of her mind,’’ I said. 

‘Yes, I know they say so,’’ said the old man. 
«She lives quite alone, and was found one morning 
ill and apparently unconscious, After recovery, and 
ever since, she talks strangely at times, and they 
think her mind unbalanced. She has, they say, de- 
lusions, or rather one such, She told me of it the 
other day.’’ Then slowly and thoughtfylly he added, 
‘‘ Aunt Myry has had a vision. The Bible tells us 
of such things, and one has come to her, whether in 
the body or whether out of the body 1 cannot tell. 
God knoweth. Go and hear it.’’ 


No, said Aunt Myry, I don’t know why they came 
to me instead of asking other folks ; maybe it was my 
living at the crossroads. You see there are four roads 
that meet, or almost meet, here, and my house is just 
where they come together, So folks traveling in 
*most any direction, north or south, east or west, go 
by here, And then again there's always a light in 
my window after dark, and a light is real drawing to 
most everybody, particular to them that’s lonesome 
or homesick or troubled. It's a habit of mine and 
isn’t much work, and somehow it's done a lot of 
good, time and again. Then, besides, maybe 't wasn’t 
only me that had such callers that night. How do I 
know but there was lots and lots of people all over 
the district, and in other districts and states and 
countries, that had the same sort of visitors asking 
that same question. 

Anyway, I'll tell you about it, o’ course, though I 
guess you heard it pretty straight, coming right from 
me as it must’a’ done. For the queerest part of it 
all, most, was that nobody’ round here saw any of those 
callers of mine, or heard them asking, asking, asking 
that sing’ lar question of theirs. I'm a good ways off, 
you see, from my neighbors, the nighest house being 
the Harrises, and Seth and Jane Harris both pretty 
hard of hearing and hardly ever showing a light after 
dark, except at the back. 

It must have been nigh half-past seven that night, 
for I'd had my supper and cleared off quite a spell 
back. I was in the setting-room not far from the 
stove, fort was a mite chilly. I'd been reading last 
week's paper first off, fuller than common of dreadful 
happenings, storms and fires, earthquakes and the 
terrible war. Afterward came my chapter. I don’t 
remember what part o’ Scriptur’ 't was that night, —I 
was reading the Bible through in course, —but I know 
it set me thinking, thinking hard, so't I didn’t take 
notice for a minute of a knock at the door. 


: WAS a soft little knock, and it came the second 

time before I jumped up and opened the door. 

A man was there, and.justabout knocking again 
as if he was ina hurry. He was an old man,—that 
is to say his hair was white and his face wrinkled ; 
but somehow he didn’t look old. For there was such 
a look of expecting about him, his eyes all lit up with 
it, expecting and hoping and wishing too. And that 
look isn’t for the old, you know, you don’t often see 
it on their faces. Expecting, looking ahead, is for 
young folks ; it's generally a remembering, looking 
back look that’s on the featur's of old people. 

Before I could say a word he spoke up quick, and 
this was all he said : ‘‘Has hecome?’’ Just that and 
not another word, '*T was such a queer question, I 
never having seen the man before in my life, I was all 
took aback and could only say, ‘‘Who?’’ 

He just sort of motioned with his hand as if he was 
brushing away such a foolish question, and he says 
again, quick and excited like, ‘‘ Has he come ?"’ 

** Was you expecting somebody ?’’ I asks, —another 
foolish thing to say after looking into that man’s face, 
—and he answers, ‘‘ Yes, yes; such a long, long time."' 
I was terrible sorry-for him and Thad to do something, 
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Do you know what they all meant when they 
knocked on Aunt Myry’s door that memorable 
night and asked her the same question ? Was Aunt 
Myry out of her head, or was it really a vision? 
Mrs. Slosson’s latest book, ‘* Puzzled Souls,’’ just 
from the press of The Sunday School Times Co., 
contains this new tale of ‘‘ The Expected Guest,” 
with other stories that readers of the Times have 
already known and loved. The book (75 cents 
postpaid) is reviewed on the third cover page of 
this Christmas Number. * 








so I told him as easy as I could that there wasn’t any- 
body but me in the house and as far’s I knew nobody 
was expected. 

And then, after I'd invited him in and he wouldn’t 
come but turned away sort of disappointed like, I said 
was it a relation he was looking for and he bowed his 
head. ‘*Mebbe a brother?’’ I says. Then he 
turned ’round quick and looked at me with a sort of 


smile, a kind of solemn one, bowed his head again 


and went off down the road. 

I looked after him quite a spell, and then I couldn't 
help looking along the other three roads as if I ex- 
pected to see a visitor myself, maybe the very one 
this old man was looking for, he’d seemed so sure 
somebody was coming soon. I went back into the 
house and sat down, but somehow I couldn't settle to 
anything. I found myself going over and over the 
call of that strange man with his question. And be- 
fore I could put it out of my head there came another 
knock at the door, 

‘*He’s come back,’’ I says to myself:and I was 
glad, for I wanted to hear more about this visitor and 
how he came to be looked for just now. So I hurried 
to the door and threw it open. It wasn’t the man at 
all,—’t was only a boy. He looked like a school- 
boy, and had some books under his arm, I hardly 
got a good look at him, for he spoke up so quick, 
almost before I had the door ajar. 


"s AS he come?’’ That very same question and 
I was almost scared. And over again I 
asked, ‘*Who?’’ He smiled and shook his 

head as if he conceited I knew well enough, but was 

trying him, and he said again, ‘‘ Say, has he come ?’’ 

Then I told him as pleasant as I could, but plain, 
that not a soul was there, that I wasn’t expecting any- 
body myself, but that an old man had been to the 
house a spell back with that same question, and I 
said, just to be friendly like, ‘‘Is the one you're ex- 
pecting something to you?”’ 

The boy looked at me and his eyes were real 
bright, but a mite wet it seemed to me, and he said, 
‘«He’s my master’’; then he turned away and went 
slowly down the road, That most took my breath 
away. He was such a nice-looking lad, so well-dressed, 
too, and didn’t seem a bit like a working-boy, and, 
even if he was, the help ‘round here don’t call any 
man master, you know; seem to have a feeling 
against it. 

So I called after him and I asked, ‘ You ain't help 
to any one ’round here, are you?’’ And he says 
pleasant, ‘‘Oh, I hope so,’’ and hurried on. What 
in the world does the boy mean? J] says to myself. 
I think I went back into the house ana sat down after 
that second call, but I didn’t afterwards for a long 
spell. I just stayed in the entry or even on the step 
with the door on the jar, for they cameso fast.. Yes, 
they kept on coming and every single one asked that 
same question, ‘‘Has he come?’’ Just that, first 
off, always, and hardly anything else unless I pressed 
the matter and managed to draw out a little more. 

There was old and middle-aged and young, and 
sometimes, but not often, little children. I didn’t 
doubt it was the same person they were looking for, 
though I don’t see now why I believed itso strong— 
and do it now. For they gave such different, such terri- 
ble different accounts of him, his looks, his ways, and 
what you might call his business, his calling. , The 
most sing’ lar thing was that he seemed to be some- 
thing to every one of them, though they was all so 
different looking and came by different roads. 

One old woman said he was her teacher, though 


"t was hard to believe she'd been to school to any- 
body alive now, her hair being as white as snow and 
she real feeble ; and two or three spoke of him as a 
great physician who had cured them or their friends 
of dreadful complaints, without money and without 
price, as they put it. One thin, white-faced girl said, 
her voice trembly and low, that he looked up lost 
folks, had gone after her when she'd got straying one 
time and fetched her home. 

Fact is, he seemed to have done something for 
every soul of them, something wonderful and great and 
good. . Some called him a leader and some a preacher, 
and two dear little girls that came together said he 
was a shepherd and took care of lambs. 

After I got sort of used to their coming, all asking 
that same question, I asked some things in my turn 
and they answered willing but in real different ways, 
I wanted to know how this man was coming, and 
some answered he would travel like a king or the 
president, with great pomp and power and splendor ; 
but other folks spoke as if he’d come quiet and still- 
like, and just be here without your seeing his coming. 
And the same way ‘twas as to his looks agd ways. 
Some said he was real masterful and strict and fright- 
ening to folks that didn’t do right, and the others 
said he'd be longsuffering, full of kindness and pity 
and forgiving ways. 

SAYS a spell back that they all asked the same 
question in the same words. But I remember now 
that one of the callers put it different and in such 

a queer way. 'T was a mite of a boy with his yellow 
hair mussed all over his little head and such a nice 
freckled face and big brown eyes. He run up all out 
o’ breath and says, says he, ‘‘Is the baby here?’’ I 
was so surprised at his asking for a baby instead of_a 
man that I didn’t say a single word at first, and he 
says again, ‘‘Ain’t he here, ma’am?’’ and when I 
shook my head and said there wasn’t a child in the 
house he looked so sorry and disapp’inted. ‘But I 
might’a’ known,’’ he said as he turned away, ‘‘He 
won't come till Christmas ; he didn’t the last time, 
you know.’’ That made me think of something, but 
I couldn't just rec’lect, °*T was something beautiful, 
something that meant a lot to me and everybody, and 
Christmas was in it. 

‘*Is it a long spell since you saw him ?’’ I says to 
one of the visitors, and he owned right out that he 
never saw him in his whole life. But when. he took 
in my being so surprised at that he said that though 
he hadn’t seen him he’d loved him just the same for 
a long, long spell. 

‘*Has he ever been here before?’’ I asks; and 
every one said he had, and that’s how they knew he 
was coming the second time, As to how he looked 
and acted that first time they all had different notions, 
terrible different. Some spoke of him as so sad look- 
ing and sorry, said his featur’ s was marked with trouble 
more than any other man that ever lived ; that he was 
full of sorrow and real well acquainted with troubles and 
griefs ; that he was despised and turned away by folks, 


THERS could only talk about the light on his 
featur’s, his loving smile and his tender voice, 
and how beautiful it was to see his feet tread- 

ing over the hills. They told about the health and 
peace he fetched folks, and most of all the things he’d 
promised should happen when he came again, My! 
that part was wonderful,—according to these folks 
everything that spoils this world for us now was to be 
set right. Quarrels, disagreeings, scoldings ’mongst 
folks would be settled somehow, and even creetur’ s— 
animals, you know—would agree with each other and 
somehow be more friendly for his being here. 

Seems, too, as if some of these callers hinted that 
even the posies would brighten up, and dry, sandy 
spots like that ‘cross the road’ there would be all 
blowthy and bright, and parched-up drouthy places 
would run with water. But I tell you, that couldn't 
be,-no man, let him be the best one ever born could 
bring about things like that, now could he? But 
what they said about it made me think of something 
I'd heard or read somewheres, something beautiful 
that meant a lot to me, a lot to everybody. But I'd 
forgot ‘it somehow. 

When I questioned them about why they thought 
this visitor was due just now they gave all sorts of 
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reasons. Of course all of them said he'd promised 
and all he never broke his word, but some 
said he'd mentioned signs that would mean he was 
on his way here and they'd seen those signs in 
plenty. I disremember all of them, but there was to 
be perilous times, wars and reports of wars, and 
earthquakes shaking the earth, and plagues of sick- 
ness ; plagues of sin and other troables, and—oh, lots 
of happenings like the things I'd been reading about 
in the papers, till it really looked to me as if ’most 
all the signs they said that visitor had dwelt on was 
here now or mighty nigh. 

_ As to just what time of day or night he'd come they 
owned they hadnt a notion, for he'd said himself they 
wasn’t to know that. One of them said it might be 
in the evening or the night, or again in the morning, 
nobody knew. And as to why they'd all picked out 
this night to look for him they had no better reason 
than they'd got a feeling,—as one of them put it, an 
‘*earnest expectation,’’—that he would come soon, 
maybe this very day, and they must go out to meet 
him. Of course they were disappointed each time I 
said nobody was here, and they showed it, but not a 
single sign of giving up hope ever came on their faces, 
and I suppose that was just because he'd promised. 

Only one of them all, seems to me, said a word of 
complaining. He was the oldest of the whole lot, I 
guess, and real feeble. When he heard that the one 
he was looking for hadn't come, he said, ‘I'd hoped 
I might tarry till he came, but I’m very old,"’ 

I asked them frequent if it was a relation they ex- 
pected, and when one of them, a poor ragged fellow, 
said he was one to him, I couldn’t help thinking 
*t was unlikely, and I says, ‘*‘ Not a blood relation ?’’ 
Such a loving look was on his face then, and he 
answers quick but soft, ‘* Yes, yes, that’s just what 
he is, a blood relation,"’ 

I wish I could remember all they said. I can see 
their faces, every single one, and hear the very sound 
of their voices, seem's if. . But sometimes I'm afraid 
I disremember the very things I want to sense most 
of all. You see, I wasn’t real well next day. I slept 
a good deal, and maybe that made me forget. But 
there’s spells when something great, something won- 
derful, something most like miracles, comes sudden 
into my mind. Then just as I think I can catch it 
and hold it and remember, it melts right away, faces 
out, and it’s clean gone. 
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- Near’s I can tell you it was something they all said 
or looked or showed somehow about the greatest 
thing this one they were looking for had done for 
them. I'm sure I knew it, understood it, then. For 
even to think of it now, without really remembering, 
makes my eyes wet and my old heart beat till I trem- 
ble and feel all weak and shaky. They was that way 
themselves whenever they spoke about it. I'll never 
forget how their faces were all shining and showing 
plain that this thing meant all this whole world to 
them,—and the next world too. And—ain’t it strange 
now and me not remembering what it is ?—seem 's 
if it meant all that to me too. 

- Well, the night slipped away and. it went quick. 
There never was a night like that in my whole life. 
Folks coming, coming, coming, and to me, all expect- 
ing, hoping, and asking, and™me not able to tell 
them a thing! I grew as anxious as them and their 
question, the one every soul of them asked, was in 
my heart, every minute, maybe on my lips, I dis- 
remember. It come midnight, then cock-crowing, 
then the. morning, and still they kept coming and 
still I watched, for you see he might come sudden and 
I be asleep. 

But I ain't as young as I was, you know, and I 
was excited and tired and nervy and I suppose I 
drowsed off. For the next thing I knew it was broad 
day and Jane Harris was in the room, come to see 
if 1 wanted anything. But he hadn't come and found 
me sleeping. _He- hasn't ‘come yet. Wouldn't I 
know it if he had? Wouldn't you and everybody on 
the whole airth know it if he had? Is there peace 
and loving and kind ways all over the airth now 
*mongst folks and creatur’'s everywhere? Is the waste 
places and dried-up patches o’ ground all blowthy and 
bright and sweet-smelling with posies? Is ailing and 
suffering and starving and sin all cured and done 
away? Is fighting and battles and killing and cruel, 
cruel things over and ended ? 

' No, no, no, not yet, not yet, I'm certain sure o’ 
that. But I'm every mite as sure that he is coming, 
and soon too. "Is it likely there'd be all these folks 
that he’s something to, brother or master or friend, 
shepherd or teacher, blood relation or something just 
as nigh ; is it likely they'd all be looking for him, 
expecting him, waiting, getting ready, and him not 
on the way, mebbe most here? 

New York City. 





( The Greatest Day in Billy Sunday’s Career 


Will Syracuse go beyond any 
other city ? 


By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 





* Billy Sunday’s Appeal Falls on Deaf Ears” was the heading in the Syracuse 
morning parer after the night that Mr. Synday’s call to those who wanted prayer met 
with no response. It was before the first call for converts had been made, and many 
felt that this test indicated that Syracuse would not be ready for a week or more to 
“hit the trail.” Billy Sunday did not think so, and he did not put off the first invita- 
tion for a week. How Syracuse responded to the cal! when it did come, and the still 
greater day that followed, suggest what was in the mind of Mr. Welsh, Billy Sunday’s 
forerunner, when he predicted an overwhelming victory for the Syracuse campaign. 


LL right, ushers, the offering !’’ There is no 
phrase that Mr, Sunday uses which is more 
characteristic or indicative of the whole cam- 

paign than this simple injunction which sends a hun- 

dred men, with their shining tin pans, up and down the 
sawdust aisles. The stambling-block to many people 
who have never seen or heard William A. Sunday, 
is the place money occupies in his campaign. To 
those who attend the services and contribute to the 
expenses incident to the erection and equipping 
of the tabernacle, the money element is never ob- 
trusive. Mr. Sunday wants the bills paid and the 
entire matter of current expenses out of the way in 
order that the charities and benevolences of the city 
may be presented to the throngs within the tabernacle. 

He said the otiier day, ‘‘ 1 hope before my voice gives 
out or my strength fails, that I may go to some city 
where ali the expenses will have been taken care of 
before I come.’’ It remains for Trenton, Baltimore, 
Boston, or Chicago to realize this reasonable antici- 
pation. 

The churches of Syracuse have asked Billy Sunday 
to come here, hold services, build up their constitu- 
encies, strengthen their membership, gain accessions, 
stir the city to higher ideals, bless the whole community 
by his labors, and for the privilege of doing this they 
have allowed him to raise the necessary funds by his 
daily solicitations. It is to be assuméd that. Syracuse 
is his debtor. The doctor may bé ‘awincidental guest 


in the house during his hours of attendance, but it is 
not customary for the patient to expect a rebate on the 
grounds of this involuntary hospitality. 

In the instance of Syracuse, Doctor Sunday gives 
his services and during the treatment assumes the 
patient’s household expenses. 

Upon the same indefinable powers which draw the 
thousands within the tabernacle, the local committee 
calmly relies for the payment of all expenses con- 
nected with the campaign. On the last day of the 
meetings a free-will offering is extended to Mr. Sun- 
day. Could anything be more simple, voluntary, 
unoffending, or practical than this handling of all 
moneys pertaining to his labors? The very construc- 
tion of the tabernacle, its obvious advantages as a 
gathering place for great crowds, its comfort, safety, 
and acoustics, commend the cause for which it was 
erected. 

Billy Sunday exclaimed, ‘+I want to tell you that 
instead of apparent indifference, heaven, earth, and 
hell are all interested in this tabernacle. Earth wants 
to cheat you, hell to damn you,.and heaven save you. 
Above your heads are the angels of light, snow-white 
from the throne of God, and around you are the devils 
of darkness, black-pinioned from hell, and they rip 
and tear with beak and talon, and you have it to say 
who will win,—heaven or hell. All earth ard hell 
are interested in these meeting."’ 

The seriousness of the man is revealing itself day 
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by day. Conscious of the right, he is asserting it 
with the moral boldness of the prophet of old. By 
sheer force of compulsion he is breaking down all the 
middle ground between, good and evil and aligning 
the forces in immediate conflict. All his contrasts 
are in black and white : ‘* Midnight, midnoon ; sum- 
mer, winter; heat, cold; hills, valleys; famines, 
plenty; rain, drought ; sickness, health; vice, virtue."’ 
To-day he is the rock in the stream of city life which 
splits the current, 

**Ah, I don't take any stock init! He's a grafter!'’ 
To a street-car-platform discussion a third man was 
listening. Billy Sunday was faring badly at the hands 
of unjust judges, ‘*Have you heard him ?'’ asked 
the other man. ‘‘No, and I don’t want to!'’ was 
the reply. ‘* Well, I can say this, I've heard him 
and he’s on the square, He's true blue,”’ 


T THE conclusion of his sermon Tuesday evening, 
Mr, Sunday, as though to test the temper of the 
12,000 people before him, broke in upon his 

prayer to the Father unseen with a direct petition to 
the men and women very much in evidence within the 
four walls of the tabernacle; ** Will you have me lift 
your names in prayer. before we bring this meeting to 
a close?’* A morning paper reported the service 
with the head-line, ‘‘ Billy Sunday's Appeal Falls on 
Deaf Ears."’ 

Was this failure?" Were his ringing words and 
glowing message to return unto him void? At this 
rate another week or two would pass before any one 
would come down the sawdust trail, But Billy Sun- 
day has not campaigned twenty years without learn- 
ing to sense with unerring accuracy the feelings of the 
multitude, and the impressions that are evolving in 
their conscience are instantly discernible to him. The 
next night the challenge went ringing beneath the 
rafters of the tabernacle, ** Who'll come down here 
and take my hand in token of determination to stand 
for Jesus Christ and to live the life he wants you to 
live and the kind of life you know you ought to live ? 
Who'll be the first to come ?’’ 

The ushers and the secretaries were taken by sur- 
prise. Mr. George M. Sunday, who seems to antici- 
pate his father’s every move, was taken off guard by 
this sudden appeal. But up the aisles the people 
came, and the hitherto untried tabernacle assistants 
began to clear the front seats and divert the long col- 
umns of converts into their appointed place until 425 
were seated before Mr. Sunday. Only in Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia has this number been exceeded in 
response to Billy Sunday's first appeal in any cam- 
paign in which he has engaged. It was an inspiring 
sight, and it put courage and good cheer into the 
hearts of those who had long looked forward to his 
coming to their city, and many of whom had waited 
with hope against hope for a vision so splendid as 
that which was unfolding before their eyes. 

As in a football team the skilled coach sees a fl:.sh 
of brilliancy and determines to make that the stand- 
ard of habitual play, so Billy Sunday saw in this un- 
usual demonstration the possibility of Syracuse in the 
big game of right against wrong, virtue against vice, 
good against evil, and he there proclaimed, ‘God 
has given us the victory ! We can do great things for 
him here."’ ‘ 

In the most remarkable gathering that central New 
York state has ever known, twelve thousand men last 
Sunday afternoon heard Mr. Sunday's indictment of 
duplicity and immorality in his matchless sermon, 
««Chickens Come Home to Roost.’’ More than five 
hundred of his hearers came forward to testify to its 
appealing power. 

The morning hours had witnessed a scene the like 
of which for impressive proportions Mr. Sunday has 
never known in his whole career, At the conclusion 
of the sermon, full of richness and dignity, 1420 peo- 
ple came down the sawdust trail. Perhaps a third of 
these trail-hitters were professing Christians desiring 
to make a new beginning. Standing on a chair, 
trembling with suppressed emotion, Billy Sunday ex- 
claimed to Rodeheaver, ‘‘‘This is the greatest day 
since Pentecost !’’ Long will the fourteenth of Novem- 
ber, 1915, be remembered in Svracuse. 

The campaign has yet to complete its first three 
weeks and 3,657 have confessed Christ as their Siav- 
iour and Lord. 

‘**The Suncay Party’? are now fully at work in their 
respective fields. Bible classes, cottage prayer meet- 
ings, meetings for maids, business women’s classes, 
noonday lunch hour conferences, drawing-room meet- 
ings, visits to banks, stores, high schools, shoe siiops, 
potteries, typewriter factories, and steel milis take up 
the hours of the campaign days. 

Miss Saxe is extending Bible Study Classes to the 


neighboring towns Miss -Miller is making an espe- 
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cial appeal to the high school girls. Miss Gamlin is 
performing a difficult and delicate task with children 
of tender years and bringing the wholesome and reason- 
able claims of Jesus to the boys and girls whose needs 
and abilities have been overlooked, even by Sunday- 
school teachers and parents. A pastor who has 
watched the throngs of high school girls pass his par- 
ish house, with never a thought of its open doors, was 
surprised to see the building crowded with these same 
girls, to whom the invitation had been extended by 
‘*key’' girls under the direction of Miss Miller. 
Billy Sunday is going to leave his ‘‘keys’’ in Syracuse, 
Many an old lock that has fastened doors of oppor- 
tunity will open to the new manipulation. 

How can a group of people who never entered the 
city until two weeks ago come in and discover and 
awaken so much dormant energy to expressive relig- 
ious life? The ‘‘new-broom-sweep-clean’’ theory 
will not explain it. The machinery of this evangel- 
istic campaign need not be deified, and least of all 
can it be denied, ‘‘1 am speaking to the age in 
which I live,’’ says Billy Sunday; and it may be 
added, he is working with the tools of the twentieth 
century, and demanding 100 percent efficiency. 

The high school football game was advertised most 
enthusiastically in the tabernacle. The Sunday party 
attended the Syracuse-Colgate game, and cheered for 
Syracuse. Billy Sunday shows his interest in the high 
school students, They are interested in him. He 
becomes a royal rooter at the game, The University 
is for him, All things to all men, and never a 
trimmer in twenty-eight years ! 
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ast Monday found Mr. Sunday at Auburn, ad- 
dressing the 1,500 men in prison gray. It was a 
great day for the men, and an opportunity which Mr. 
Sunday would not let pass though it broke in upon 
his day of rest. When Billy Sunday asked, ‘‘ How 
many. of you men want me to pray for you?'’ every 
man arose. And then he uttered one of those tender, 
original, appealing prayers that went straight from the 
heart to the very Throne of Mercy. ‘It was at Sing 
Sing,’’ said John W. Welsh, ‘‘ that I heard Mr. Sun- 
day laugh in the midst of his own prayer. Taking 
the place of the prisoner on his day of release, and 
picturing his parting thoughts, he prayed, ‘ Good-by, 
old stone walls ; good-by, iron bars ; good-by, war- 
den ; good-by, guard ; good-by, bean soup!’ and in 
the mighty sound of laughter which arose at this 
humor, Billy Sunday was compelled to join,’’ 

What is it that permits this man to contradict every 
conventionality that stands in his path and to con- 
unue to win his way into the hearts of men and 
women everywhere? Is it his unspoiled boy-nature, 
—zealous, enthusiastic, sincere, clean,—a nature that 
is irresistible and always has been in every age? ‘‘To 
his dying day General Custer was a great unspoiled 
boy,’ writes one who knew him well and loved him 
truly. But what courage, what loyalty and devotion! 
Refusing to ‘‘ bow and truck and duck,’’ to use one 
of Billy Sunday's expressions, he is growing daily in 
favor with men, and deep in his honest heart he must 


* know that only because he is in favor with God can 


he do these mighty things. 
Syracuse, N, Y. 





Where Are the Lost Ten 


Are the Israelites of the Northern Kingdom known to-day or are they yet to be found ? 


Tribes ? 





By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 
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Whether the ten tribes that were carried captive into Assyria have reappeared in mod- 


ern days, in number “as the sand of the séa,”’ 
race, is a question that is still given serious attention. 
sued by a leading publisher vigorously contends for this view. 


and are no other than the Anglo-Saxon 
One of the recent books is. 
A few of the facts in 


the case are given here by Dr. Thompson, the well-known Church historian and 
Bible student, and they settle the question as to where the “ lost ten tribes ” now are. 


- 


T IS believed by many that the Jews we know 
to-day are of the two tribes which made the king- 
dom of Judah, and that the rest are to be sought 

in some far-off iand, where they are living in ignorance 
of their true descent, and are waiting for some investi- 
gator to identify them. All our interest in the Jewish 
people helps to lend a charm to this belief of tie dis- 
appearance of the larger part of the elect people, and 
invites to guessing where they have gone. 

Some of these guesses are of direct interest to 
Americans: One is that the lost ten tribes are to 
be found in the Aztecs of Mexico; another that not 
only these, but all the Indian aborigines, are their 
descendants ; yet another that they have reappeared 
in the Anglo-Saxon race, who are the heirs to the 
prophecies made to ancient Israel. The second of 
these suppositions is the foundation of the ‘‘ Book of 
Mormon,”’ which tells how they wandered westward 
from the land of their captivity until they reached 
America, But prior to all such guesses is the ques- 
tion whether they ever were lest at ail. 


What Baron Rothschild Would Do 

Let us note the outline of the history : 

1. About 975 B. C. the Jewish kingdom of David 
and Solomon was rent into two parts,—the northern 
kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of 
Judah. We may say that the former took ten of the 
twelve tribes, and the latter retained two. More ex- 
actly it retained the whole of Judah and possibly of 
Simeon, and part of two others, Benjamin and Dan ; 
and it was reinforced with the tribe of Levi when the 
rulers of the northern kingdom drove these out of the 
scattered cities they possessed among the northern 
tribes. 

2. After almost two and a half centuries the Assyr- 
ians twice invaded the northern kingdom, and carried 

_uts people into captivity.. ‘The first invasion, in 740 
B. C., affected the outlying northern and eastern 
tribes, and the second, in 721 B. C., ended with the 
capture of the capital city of the Israelites, Shomron, 
or Samaria. Of this we have not only the Bible ac- 
count, but another in the inscription of King Sargon 
II, who tells that he carried away 27,290 persons. 

3. After another century and a quarter, the Baby- 


lonians, in the reign of Nebuchadrezzar, invaded 
Judah, captured Jerusalem, and carried its people 
captive. The book of Kings says that 18,000 per- 
sons were carried away. 

4. After some fifty years of captivity in Babylon 
42, 360 Jews returned to Jerusalem and its surrounding 
district, and rebuilt the city and the temple. Most 
of these were probably citizens of the southern king- 
dom, although some of the northern may have come 
with them. Tradition says that the rich mostly stayed 
behind, as they had become wealthy in captivity. 
They felt no doubt as did Baron Rothschild, when 
asked what he would do if his. people were restored to 
Palestine ; he answered, ‘‘I would get myself ap- 
pointed ambassador to France.’’ 

Professor Ewald believed that at a later date, when 
the overthrow of the Babylonian Empire had opened 
the way, a great body of the exiles from the northern 
kingdom made their way back to their ancestral 
homes. He finds a mention of such a return in the 
Samaritan ‘* Book of Joshua,’’ which says that 300, 000 
came back. Without insisting on these figures, he 
takes this as preserving ‘a genuine tradition of an 
event which was passed over by the authors of the 
books of Chronicles because they were absorbed in 
what was happening in Judah, As I have read that 
‘* Book of Joshua,’’ I am unable to attach any weight 
to its statements. 

Before taking up the fate of the exiles of the As- 
syrian captivities, let us see just what is meant by the 
statement that a people was ‘carried captive'’ by its 
conquerors. 10 take up a whole people and transfer 
it to another country was beyond the power of even a 
Sargon or a Nebuchadrezzar. When Cromwell tried 
to transport all the native Irish into the province of 
Connaught, he found it impossible. The only suc- 
cessful instance of that sort of tyranny was the trans- 
fer of the French settlers of Nova Scotia into the 
English colonies; but that concerned only 20,000 
persons. So the captivities of Israel and Judah must 
have dealt with but a fraction of the people, embrac- 
ing the princes and the priests, the men of wealth and 
of military prowess. 

Nor are we left in the dark at this point. We have 
no figures, indeed, for the first Assyrian captivity, 
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which affected the outlying tribes. But from Sargon 
I] we learn that he took away 27, 290 persons after the 
capture of Samaria. The book of Kings is more ex- 
plicit as to the Babylonian captivity ot Judah, It says 
that the Chaldeans took away 10,000 ‘* princes and 
mighty men of valor,’ 7,000 ‘‘men of might,’’ and 
1,000 *‘craftsmen and smiths,’’ and that ‘‘none re- 
mained, save the peorest,’’ which, however, is always 
the most numerous class. So the exiles of the second 
and third captivities numbered but 45,280 persons. 
It is a generous supposition that the numbers carried 
away in the first Assyrian captivity brought the total 
up to 70,000, No great deduction, surely, from the 
population of a country which at the time of David's 
census, nearly five hundred years before the fail of 
Jerusalem, had 1, 300, 000 ‘* men who drew the sword.’’ 


How Many Jews Did Sargon Carry Off ? 

It is true that in point of quality those who remained 
were inferior to those who went, and that they formed 
a rather headless multitude. Not that this prevented 
them from having a good conceit of themselves. 
Ezekiel rebukes them for their confidence in their 
numbers as making their possession of the country 
certain. In time the antagonism between Judah and 
Israel died out, except among the half-heathenized 
Samaritans ; and these northern tribes reappear as 
the Galileans and Pereans of later history, worship- 
ing at Jerusalem in the great feasts, 

Even if every exile of the Assyrian captivities had 
disappeared out of history, there would have been no 
‘« Jost ten tribes,’’ for the exiles were relatively a hand- 
ful. I find that negative critics of the Old Testament, 
such as Wellhausen and Cornill, have been misled 
both as to their importance and their fate. The for- 
mer says that Sargon ‘‘ carried off the entire popula- 
tion and settled it beyond the Tigris, in Kalachene, 
Gozanitis, and Armenia. In these new homes the 
exiled Israelites disappeared without leaving a trace 
among the heathen. 

As to the disposal of the exiles of the first Assyrian 
captivity we know nothing. The Jewish historian 
says that the victims of the second captivity were 
taken to Assyria, and placed in Hala, Habor on the 
river Gozan, and the cities of the Medes. The author 
of the books of Chronicles, who gives facts as late as 
400 B.C., says of the places named that the exiles 
were there, ‘‘to this day.’’ And in the Talmud these 
places are recognized as centers of Jewish population 
in the fourth century after Christ. Josephus, who 
lived in the first century, speaks of an innumerable 
host of them as resident in that region. None of these 
speaks of them as lost. 

We have two interesting monuments of their life in 
captivity, and neither of these suggests their absorp- 
tion into the heathen around them. The first is the 
Book of Tobit, an idyllic picture of that domestic 
affection which was always a strong point in the Jew- 
ish character, but here mixed sadly with Oriental 
superstition. The other is the book of Nahum, in 
which the last of the Israelitish prophets vividly de- 
picts the overthrow of ‘+ the bloody city’’ of Nineveh. 
It is notable that in. both books the antagonism to 
Judah has passed away, and that Jerusalem is regarded 
as the holy city of the national worship, 

In fact, there is no reason to suppose that the Is- 
raelitish exiles were other than a part of that great 
Diaspora (Dispersion), which was scattered from Italy 
eastward to the frontiers of China and India, and 
which came at intervals to keep the great national 
feasts in Jerusalem. At the day of Pentecost the mul- 
titude contained Jews from Parthia, Media, Elam, and 
Mesopotamia, covering all the regions to which the 
captives of the northern kingdom could have been 
taken. Professor Wellhausen exercises his imagina- 
tion in sending some of them as, far as Armenia. 

It is among Christians that this myth of ‘‘ten lost 
tribes’’ has found most acceptance; but the New 
Testament knows nothing of it, and indeed constantly 
implies its untruth, It is notable that in the New 
Testament the early antithesis between Israel and 
Judah has passed away, and that the former name of 
the northern kingdom is applied to the entire nation. 
Peter addresses the multitude at Pentecost as ‘‘ Men 
of Israel."" Paul says, ‘‘For I also am an Israelite, 
of the tribe of Benjamin.’’ In’ fact while the term 
‘‘Hebrew’’ denotes generally the language of the 
nation, and ‘‘Judean’’ or ‘‘ Jew’’ its nationality. 
‘¢ Israelite’? had come to mean its theocratic piety. 
Also the tribal distinctions have lost their importance. 
While hardly any one is named in the Old Testament 
without the designation of his:tribe, in the New only 
the families of Zacharias and Joseph are assigned to 
the houses of Aaron and of David respectively ;,and 
the prophetess Anna is said to be of the tribe of Asher, 
and Paul of Benjamin. 

















LESSON FOR DEC. 19 (2 Kings 17 : 1-18) 


Always and everywhere the New Testament as- 
suimes the existence and the accessibility of all the 
twelve tribes. Nobody speaks of the ten tribes as 
something cut off from the body of the nation. Our 
Lord chooses twelve apostles, all but one of them 
Galileans, with reference to the number of the tribes, 
and tells them they shall *‘sit on twelve thrones, 

_ judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’’ James addresses 
his epistle to ‘the twelve tribes which are of the Dis- 
persion."’ In the Book of Revelation the true Israel- 
ites are sealed in their foreheads, twelve thousand 
from each of the tribes, except the tribeof Dan. The 
holy city of the same book, the New Jerusalem, has 
‘‘twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and 
naines written thereon, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel.’’ Paul tells 
Agrippa and Festus that ‘‘ our twelve tribes, earnestly 
serving God night and day,’’ were at one with him in 
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his hope of a coming Messiah. Nowhere in the New 
Testament have we even a hint of the loss of a great 
part of the elect people. It is assumed that the Jews 
of that time were the descendants of all the tribes. 

The myth of a separate body of Israelitish exiles 
had its beginning in the insurrection of the Jews of 
Palestine in the reign of the Emperor Hadrian, A.D, 
132. The leaders of that revolt assured their follow- 
ers that their brethren of the twelve tribes were com- 
ing to their aid from beyomd the Euphrates. This 
suggestion afterward bore fruit in guesses as to what 
had become of them, especially in the Middle Ages, 
when at last a Jewish traveler reported that he had 
found them in a far eastern country, where they lived 
in observance of the Law, and where a wonderful 
River Sabaton flowed six days of the week and rested 
on the seventh, 

PHILADELPHIA, 





What the newly com “ apostles * do 
when they return to the front 





Recruiting for Apostles of the Trenches 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 








HIS is the story of Peter Van Koeckhoven, an 
apostle of the trenches. Most of the story shail 
be told in his own language, as he has written 

to us from time to time, but first we must introduce 
you to this Belgian soldier and Christian, 

He, as well as little Pierre De Wallens, of whom I 
wrote formerly, is a Belgian soldier in the field ; but 
Pierre belonged to the French-speaking Belgians, 
while Peter, as we call him, is Flemish. But Peter 
speaks and writes English, while Pierre writes in 
French and speaks English only haltingly. Might I 
add, as I tell this simp!e story, that I hope that many 
readers of The Sunday School Times will put Peter 
and Pierre on their prayer lists. They are only babes 
in Christ themselves, but filled with their new-found joy 
they are eager that their soldier comrades, who share 
their perils, should share also their joy in Christ. 

Will you not pray too that these faithful soldiers of 
the Lord Jesus may be spared to continue this work 
of spreading the gospel message in the trenches? I 
shall be glad to report their future work, as their let- 
ters come to me, and before I tell you about Peter, I 
want to tell you of the last letters received from 
Pierre, written from near Dixmude. He writes on the 
fourti: of August to thank us for the gift of a complete 
New Testament in French. 


My most sincere thanks for your kind letter, also 
for the precious New Testament. In it I find good 
lessons, and I guard it tenderly; it is a treasure for 
my life, and a good friend _—— the evil days. I 
will do among my friends all I can, and if you desire 
that I distribute some more Gospels send them when 
you wish, because thus, if I serve, you, I render ser- 


vice to God, and God is my Ideal. . . . I return to the ° 


trenches in a few days, and I will take good note of 
all that you have said to me in te letters, and I 
will not fail to pray often to our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 


It was about a month and a half ago that we first 
met Peter. Every morning when we are in London, 
at half-past ten my husband, with a bundle of French 
Gospels, waits at the entrance to Charing Cross Sta- 
tion for the Belgian soldiers to appear. They arrive 
at about that time in large numbers, coming to Lon- 
don for their congé, or short leave of absence from 
the front. They are conveyed from the station to 
the Belgian headquarters in ‘the city omnibuses 
commandeered for that service. Sometimes when 
Mr. Norton missed seeing them at the station he 
would proceed to the headquarters, and there give 
away the little Gospe]s in French and Flemish to 
these.soldiers, many of whom had never before seen 
the Word of God. 

It was on such an occasion that he met Peter. He 
was standing before the headquarters talking to a 
couple of friends. When the Gospel was handed to 
him, after thanking the donor, he commenced speak- 
ing to my husband in English, telling him that he 
had picked up the language in the trenches. After 
watching the distribution of Gospels for a little time, 
he said rather wistfully, “If you had any of those 
little books to spare, sir, the men in the trenches 
where I am returning soon would so appreciate them. 
They have nothing to read, and these are just what 
they need,”" 

It was a joy to take him to 15 Strand, and provide 
him with a package containing a hundred Flemish 
Gospels of Mark. 


Our first letter from him was received the fourteenth 
of August, and in it he said : 


Dear. Sir: You remember that Belgian soldier to 
whom you gave a parcel containing one hundred of 
— ets on the Holy Scripture. As soon as I got 

ack, I distributed them among my comrades, and 
believe me, they were all delighted to have received 
such a booklet. You will understand me, that I 
didn’t spend [waste] them, but I gave them to Chris- 
tian boys, and to those who had any like for Chris- 
tianity. Sol have none more, and asI think it is 
well worth of doing, and you willthink it too, I hope, 
please send me some others, for instance of St. John 
or St. Matthew, but if possible in Flemish lan- 
guage. 

Dear Sir, hereby I close my letter, for there’s hard 
work to be done, and hoping that this awful war 
and the murdering of our brethren will soon cease 
and be finished, I remain, Dear Sir, Your obedient 
servant, and Belgian soldier, 

PETER KOECKHOVEN. 





A Message from Corporal Joseph 


The young Flemish corporal, who appears with 
Mr. and Mrs, Norton in the picture on the front cover, 
has been with the Belgian army in the thick of the 
fight since the outbreak of the war. 


The Nortons met Joseph Hermans while on his 
brief leave of absence in England, and they won the 
acquaintance and the heart of the little soldier 
through the gift of a Testament. 





Joseph, like his fellow-countryman Peter, whose 
story is told on this page, was unwilling to go back 
to the front with only a Testament for himself. The 
picture shows him with his bundle of little Gospels 
for distribution inthe trenches. Soon after his return 
to the battlefield he wrote to his new friends in Eng- 


land: 
Oh, I was very pleased. I have no more Gos- 
pels. Every Belgian soldier believes in God, and 


wants sucha book, ButI have not enough! This 
morning I gave in the trenches the 40 remaining,’ 
and well, 200 Belgian and French came to me to 
ask me. If-you please, send me 100 French and 
100 Flemish Gospels for these men. 


His plea has not gone unheeded, and the little 
books so earnestly desired have gone forward. 


“And I think Joseph knew they would come,”’ 
writes Mrs. Norton, “for he wrote at the top of his 
letter: ‘Thanks Beforehand.’. May we thank you 
readers of The Sunday School Times, who are having 
a share in this great work; and for what you will do 
in the future may we use Joseph’s own words, 
* Thanks Beforehand.’ ”* 


All the contributions to the work of Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton go directly to the purchase of Gospels and 
Testaments, which are distributed in this personal 
way among the soldiers. 


._ A-series of articles from Mrs. Norton will keep The 
Sunday School Times readers in touch with the sur- 
prising experiences and miracle results of this work 
in Great Britain and the Continent. 


There are some of your friends who would appreci- 
ate knowing about this extraordinary work of carry- 
ing Light and Life to the soldiers in Europe. Send 
their names to The Sunday School Times. Or better, 
send with each name 50 cents to pay for an intro- 
ductory subscription of six months. 


Ifyou have been enriched by The Sunday School 
Times, make it a definite part of your Christmas and 
New Year's plans to share this blessing with others. 
One good way to do this wae suggested on page 726 
of last week's issue of The Sunday School Times. 
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In connection with Peter's request for the other 
Gospels, I might say that we had not been long over 
here until we saw the need for a complete Testament 
in the French language, and are now preparing such 
a Testament, with a simple outline at the front show- 
ing the Way of Life, with Scripture texts printed in 
full so that the French or Belgian soldier, however 
little Scripture knowledge he might have, could find 
there the Way presented clearly but simply. 

Another word from Peter said, ‘* Could you procure 
me any old or second hand English Bible, please? 
It would be very useful to me, as there is none in the 
Company. Yours, etc."’ 

In the same package in which we sent him two 
hundred Gospels of the different Evangelists as he 
had requested, we enclosed a fine new English Bible, 
and received the following answer, dated September 
3. At the top of the letter he has written, ‘* God 
bless you in your noble work."’ I give his letter just as 
written, leaving in the many ‘‘ Reverends’’ which he 
means as marks of high respect, but to which we are 
not entitled, 


My Dear Reverend: It was with very much 
pleasure that I'received your parcel containing over 
two hundred booklets on the Holy Scriptures, also a 
Holy Bible for which my best, sincere thanks. Dear 
Reverend, you ought to have seen with what joy my 
comrades received the three different booklets (ohn, 
Luke, Matthew); the fourth, Mark, they already 
received from you; you'll remember I received them 
in your office. . 

Dear Reverend, you will easily understand, as 
the men here are continually facing death, they are 
more longing now than ever for things of the rip 
ture. I never expected that your nice and well- 
translated booklets would get such big success, You 
know, perhaps, how we do here ? Four days trenches 
and four days rest. Well, my dear Reverend, dur- 
ing our four days’ rest they’re all reading your book- 
lets and I often speak to them and I feel that I do 
my duty as a good Christian, for they are so in need 
of things which remember them of Heaven. 

Dear Reverend, you know perhaps how the 
things went on before the war broke out (in Belgium). 
As soon as the boys are past their school years, they 
go to work, and some of them, through bad comrades, 
leave the pgs of the righteous men and forget the 
church and Bible. Happily it is only the small num- 
ber who goes wrong, and now at war they feel they 
ought to return to the good old customs of going to 
church, praying, etc., and they are happy they meet 
some one who shows them the right way. 

Every man in our company has now received a 
booklet from the four evangelists, Matthew, John, 
Mark, Luke, and wz/l you kindly tell me what I'm 
todo now? I should much regret to be obliged to 
cease the good work which you began with me, your 
obedient servant, for the grace of our God, So kindly 
please tell me what I'm to do. We Carabiniers are 
two regiments, each consisting of four .battalions, 
thus together eight battalions, and each battalion 
consists of four companies, thus thirty-two companies 
in the two regiments (the 6th Division). Dear Rev- 
erend, I can easily communicate with the other com- 
panies and battalions, and /am longing to know from 
you what we're going todonow. There ts plenty of 
work, and few are the workers. 

Wishing you my kindest regards, and best wishes 
of health and happiness to you and your family, and 
longing for your much esteemed answer, I remain, 
Yours for the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Perer 
V. K. P 


Then his last letter : 


Many thanks for the nice Bible you were sokind to 
send me ; I have one at home but cannot get any 
news, as my parents are in ae still, among the 
Germans whogecupy it still (but I hope not lon 
more). My dear Reverend, I regret so much that 
never studied for becoming a priest of God like you, 
but it is too late now, and I'll do my best now and 
remember what our Lord Jesus Christ told the peo- 
ple, that everyone could a disciple of His Holy 
Word. Iam now longing to know what you will do 
with so mony oe men and boys, in the line of fire, 
who should be so happy to be able to read or hear 
again, from the things they learned in their youth, 
and of which they are soin need. Will you kindly 
remember in your prayers Belgian soldiers, fighting 
for their homes, wives, and children. Good-bye, 
God bless you, Your obedient servant, Peter V. K. 


‘* What are we going to do about *t?’’ In two 
regiments there would be about ten thousand soldiers, 
which would mean ten thousand Gospels to be given 
away. And if Peter is willing to distribute these ten 
thousand Gospels we are going to see that he gets 
them to distribute. -He is in the trenches and has 
access to these men, and we have not, so in a day or 
two the first instalment of the ten thousand Gospels 
goes forward. Pray with us that he may be spared 
to distribute them all, and be blest in his ministry. 

Lownpon, Enc. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


SUCCESSFUL business man, who openly de- 

A clares his unbelief in the Bible, and in Christ 

as the Spirit-begotten Son of God, recently said 

to the writer: ‘‘ This European war is rather a blow 

to the ideas of Christians, isn’t it?” What would 
you have answered ? 

An Associated Press Correspondence letter from 
Jerusalem, last August, under the ee ‘War 
Craft Flies Over Bethlehem: Birthplace of Prince of 
Peace and All Holy Land Become Armed Camp” 
reported events that had never before taken place in 
the history of the Promised Land: 

‘*Armed airships and aeroplanes are continually 
flying over the birthplace of the Prince of Peace at 
Bethlehem, according to the Bote Aus Zion (the 
Messenger from Zion), a paper published in Palestine 
by a Swiss missionary. 

‘* Nearly the entire Hofy Land has been trans- 
formed into a militarycamp. Soldiers are maneuver- 
ing every day on the Mount of Olives, at Golgotha 
and Jerusalem. ‘The English, French, and Russian 
convents have been turned into barracks, and be- 
tween Judea and Jericho, where transportation was 
by mule pack in the days when Christ came to bring 
‘peace on earth,’ a road is being constructed for 
armored motorcars.” 


Our Background Material 


In these closing two lessons of the year’s studies in 
Israel's Old Testament history, give your class a 
glimpse of the place of Israel in God’s plan for this 
world, past, present, and future. Read the article 
in this issue, on page 733, by perhaps the best in- 
formed Christian Jew in the world, David Baron of 
London, and make that article the basis of your 
‘‘ Background Material” in class this week. 

A richly helpful little book by William L. Pettin- 
gill, Dean of the Philadelphia School of the Bible, on 
‘‘Israel—Jehovah's Covenant People,” would fur- 
nish further material for several lessons in this same 
line. It shows in a = clear way, from the 
Bible, what are the fulfilled and what the unfulfilled 

rophecies concerning the People, Israel ; the Land, 
Palestine ; the City, Jerusalem; the King, Jesus the 
Messiah. (This little book is not sold, but will be 
sent free of charge, upon application, as the pub- 
lisher,—Fred Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa.,—feels led. Its 
circulation is supported by voluntary offerings.) 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 

issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Does God ever get discouraged? See what the 
class think. In one class where this question was 
asked, two answers were given. ‘‘ He has reason 
enough to be,” was one. ‘' He sees the end from the 
beginning,” was the other. 

Ramesly speaking, Godin one minute sees more 
reasons for discouragement than any of us can see 
in a lifetime. As he watched the course of his 
Chosen People Israel, did he have reason for dis- 
couragement? Just here have different members of 
the class to whom you have given slips of paper in 
advance read aloud the following references: Joshua 
3: 9-11; Joshua 3: 15-17; Joshua 6: 20; 2 Kings 17: 
5,6. Before these passages are read tell the class to 
follow them carefully and note the terrific contrast 
that they record. Ther begin with the glorious, 
supernatural, triumphal entry of Israel into the 
Promised Land. They end with the pitiable col- 
lapse of Israel, led out of that land into captivity by 
a pagan, godless people. 

id God act suddenly in bringing this punishment 

on Israel? No; Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 10) makes 
this plain, Probably God’s judgment is never sud- 
den on any human being. ote the facts as to the 
history of Israel and Judah given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2, 3). For over 250 years Israel’s king- 
dom had gone on before the captivity. Judah did 
not go into captivity until almost 140 years after 
Israel (Griffith Thomas, I, 4). Israel's captivity did 
not occur until almost 4oo years after Saul was made 
king, more than 800 years after Jericho was taken, 
and more than 1300 years after God's great promise 
to Abraham. God is a patient God. 
..What precipitated the captivity? Israel's king, 
Hoshea, tried to make a ‘‘ practical” and strategic 
move in ey ee 3 to play Egypt over against As- 
syria (Griffith Thomas, II, §). hat surer way could 
he have chosen for shaking off the yoke of Assyria? 

And now, why did this tragic ending of Israel as a 
nation have to come to pass? God himself gives us 
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(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in lesson helps is 
2 Kings 17 : 7-14, 18.) 

7. And it was so, because the children of Israel had sinned 
against Jehovah their God, who brought them up out of the 
land of pt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Fay t, 
and had feared other gods, 8 and walked in the statutes of t 
nations, whom Jehovah cast out trom before the children of 
Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they 4 made. 9 And 
the children of Israel did secretly a that were not right 
against Jehovah their God: and they built them high places 
in all their cities, from the tower’of the watchmen to the forti- 
fied city ; to and they set them up * pillars and Asherim upon 
every high hill, and under every green tree ; 11 and there they 
burnt incense in all the high places, as did the nations whom 
Jehovah carried away before them ; and they wrought wicked 
things to provoke Jehovah to anger ; 12 and they served idols, 
whereof Jehovah had said unto them, Ye shall not do this 
thing. 13 Yet Jehovah testified unto Israel, and unto Judah, 
by every prophet, and every seer, saying, ‘Turn ye from your 
evil ways, and keep my commandments and my Statutes, ac- 
cording to all the law which I commanded vour fathers, and 
which.I sént to you by my servants the prophets. 14 Not- 
withstanding, they would not hear, but hardened” their neck, 
like to the neck of their fathers, who believed’ not in Jehovah 
their God: . . . 18 Therefore Jehovah was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them out of his sight ; there was none left 
but the tribe of Judah only. 


1Or, practised % Or, obelisks 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to porparenhe in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 3.—What more is known of Shalmaneser? (Grif- 
feth Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 4.—Why did Hoshea turn to So, king of Egypt? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, §; Ridgway, 4.) 

Verse 5.—Why did it require three years before Samaria 
fell? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Pilot, The Lesson Itself.) 

Verse 6.—Does this mean that all Israel were carried 
into Assyria? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Dr. Thompson’s 
article on page 736.) Where were Halah, the Habor, and 
the cities of the Medes? (Griffith Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 8.—What were ‘‘the statutes of the nations’’? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Mackie, 4, 2.) 

Verse 9.— What secret things did Israel do against God ? 
What were the high places? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 10,—What were pillars and Asherim? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) 


Verse 12.—What idols did Israel serve ® (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 14.—What fathers are referred to who believed 
not in Jehovah ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 18.—Does this signify that the ten tribes were 
lost ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Dr. Thompson’s article on 
page 736.) 








the answer in verses 7 to 18,—** a post-mortem inquir 
into the diseases that killed a kingdom” (Griffit 
Thomas, 1). The Great Physician holds an autopsy, 
so to speak, over the dead patient. Study His canes. 
ation. What men get for following vanity is made 
plain by Mr. Ridgway (1). The detailed sins of Is- 
rael are set forth by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). Six 
different forms of israel’s sin, true of every deliberate 
sinner and unbeliever to-day, are described by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (III, 9). The sins of Israel are de- 
scribed clearly from the Oriental standpoint by Dr. 
Mackie. What is idol worship? Get the class to an- 
swer, then give them what Mr. Rogers says (1). 

Yet God kept doing all that his best love and wis- 
dom could do for his people (v 13). He sent aero- 
plane messages (See Round Table, 2). Israel sinned 
pet clear light and God’s persistent pleading 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


It was not. an autopsy, not a post-mortem, after all. 
The gy was not dead, although sick unto death. 
Israel was indeed dead in trespasses aud sins (Eph. 
2:1), but not dead in the sense of being utterly re- 
moved out of the world. God has kept her alive in 
the world from that day to this, in order that ina 
glorious day yet to come to this earth he may call her 
into life in Christ her recognized and accepted Mes- 
siah, Saviour, and King (Zech. 12 : 10-14; Rom. 11 : 
25-27). God had not, and has not, abandoned Israel 
(Ridgway, 2). 

The Christmas lesson, in Luke, is the Golden 
ruth. On that first Christmas day there came into 
the world a light that changes everything (Round- 
Table Illustration, 4). What has been done for the 
lives of individual believers, whether Jew or Gentile, 
when they have received Christ as Saviour, will be 


T 


LESSON 12. DECEMBER 19. THE FALL AND CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL 
2 Kings 17 : 1-18. Commit verses 7, 8, olde" Text: He thet 


(Or, Christmas Lesson: The Song of the Angels. Luke 2: 1-20. Golden Text, Luke 2 : 10) 


often reproved herdeneth his neck 
be destroyed.— Proverbs 29 : 1 







done for Israel as a race here on this earth when, like 
Saul of Tarsus on the way to Damascus, the people 
of Israel as a whole, in a moment, at the return of 
our Lord nize him as their Messiah, accept him, 
and pass from death to life. Then will come to pass 
for the people of Israel on earth some of the blessed 
and wonderful things that Mr. Baron sets forth from 
the Scriptures in his article on page 733. See Jere- 
miah 16: 14, 15. 

The Holy Land, toward which the great World 
War at this Christmas season is turning, is yet to 
become the center of this world’s government and 
prosperity. Bethlehem (see Mrs. Bryner, 1, 2, and 

isiting the Lesson Scenes), the birthplace of David 
and David's greater Son, is yet to have a history 
going beyond all that it has so far had. 

Scripture prophecy and fulfilment bearing on the 
birth of Jesus are ee set forth y Mrs. 
Baldwin (1, 2), whose article throughout unfolds the 
teachings of the Christmas lesson. 

The contrast between the Captivity and Christmas 
is set forth by Dr. Griffith Thomas dit, 11). 

In the Hebrew God-Man Christ Jesus not only the 
Hebrews, but all who will mer have, instead of cap- 
tivity, freedom; for bondage, liberty; for defeat, vic- 
tory; for sin, righteousness; for war, peace; for 
death, life. 

God knows that all this is coming to pass ; seeing 
the end from the beginning, he is never discouraged. 


Teaching Points 

The two Golden Texts, of the Captivity and the Christ- 
mas lessons, strikingly set forth the two opposite sides of 
the truth that Christ himself proclaims to all men: judg- 
ment and grace. There is complete forgiveness, pardon, 
restoration, and eternal life for all who in repentance and 
confession of sin accept Christ as Saviour. There is cer- 
tain and inescapable judgment, worse than any human 
-words can adequately describe, for those who permanently 
reject God’s grace. People to-day like to talk much about 
God’s grace and very little about his judgment, See the 
I}lustration Round-Table (3). Billy Sunday, as every true 
Christian teacher should, preaches judgment as well] as 
grace,—and is hated for it. 

Israel went into captivity because she was already in 
captivity,—to sin, She really did not go into captivity ; 
the Assyrian bondage was simply an outward evidence 
of the bondage in which Israel was living (John 8: 34). 

Anything less than complete victory over the power ol 
sin in our own personal lives is captivity, Even many 
Christians are captives. God’s Christmas offer in Christ is 
the gift of freedom from the power as well as from the 
penalty of sin (Rom. 6:4; 8:2). See the editorial on 
the first two pages of this issue. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What became of the Ten Tribes of Israel, in after his- 
tory? (See Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson’s article on page 
736, and Dr, Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 


Why did Israel so strangely repudiate all that God had 
done and offered to do for her? For two reasons, true of 
all of us: the sinfuh nature of every one is definitely, hope- 
lessly opposed to God and the will of God (Rom. 8: 7) ; 
and Satan and his spiritual hosts of evil devote themselves, 
often with tragic success, to lying to us about God. The 
sinful self within us is committed to that awful attitude 
against God said to have been tattooed upon certain per- 
sons in France (Round-Table, 4). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.] 


Review : {ehovah’s Gracious Promises to Israel] (Read 
Hosea 14). 

Only a God of love who suffereth long, and is kind; 
who beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things ; a God of love that 
never faileth,—could make gracious promises to 
Israel after what Israel had done against his love. 
But our God is a God of that sort of love. So he 
says of Israel, as he says of us, ‘‘I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them freely.’’ This verse 
(Hos. 14 : 4) which was the Golden Text of the first 
lesson of this year, is part of the Review lesson pass- 
age that closes the year’s studies. God’s love begins 
and ends the record of his own children. 


How many years are covered by the history of this year’s 
lessons (from Judges 2 to 2 Kings 17) ? 


What is the geographical extent of the land that God 
offered Israel if she would claim it all % 

Which is more in keeping with God’s plan for men, a 
kingdom or a democracy? Why? 


What three persons in the year’s lessons seem to you 
to have lived most in accordance with God’s will? 


What is idolatry. and why is its end certain destruction ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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N MOST modern music there is a theme or 
** motif,” which recurs again and again, and is 
often in the minor key. In the present lesson 

we see this illustrated in the realm of morals from 
the history of Israel. For weeks, and even months, 

.we have noticed the decline of the Northern King- 
dom. At last the end arrives. This passage is 
mainly a summary by the historian as to the reasons 
of this trouble, what Dr. McLaren calls ‘‘a post 
mortem inquiry into the diseases that killed a king- 
dom.” The idolatry started by Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat was doomed from the first to an inevitable 
end, There were gleams of light from time to time, 
but the ultimate result was certain,—unleéss the na- 
tion had turned wholly from its sin. (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.— With the exception of the usurpation 
of Athaliah the dynasty of David had been uninter- 
rupted in Judah, while the Northern Kingdom had 
had a succession of dynasties, each of which com- 
menced through a fresh revolution. Inthe course of 
about 250 years there were actually nineteen kings. 
After Jeroboam II a rebellion arose, and no fewer 
than five kings are recorded in one chapter (2 Kings 
15). The last king was Hoshea, a usurper (15: 20). In 
seam, after Uzziah, came Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 

iah. The circumstances of the Northern captivity 
occurred in the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah. (2) 

Throughout most of Israel’s career, it was more 
populous and generally more powerful and wealthy 
than Judah, but its attitude to God was constantly 
eating like a canker. In the days of Amos and 
Hosea warnings of the utmost plainness were given, 
and only one end was possible. Assyria was press- 
ing westward with all its pewer, having already cap- 
tured Damascus, and demanding an annual contri- 
bution from Hoshea, king of Israel. (3) 

Date.—The usual date given is 721 B. C., though 
the Companion Bible says 620-611 B. C. The cap- 
tivity of Judah did not occur until almost 140 years 
afterward. (4) 


Il. The Lesson 


Faithless to God (vs. 1-6).—Hoshea, though an evil- 
doer, was not as bad as the kings before him. Shal- 
maneser, king of Assyria, is known as Shalmaneser 
IV, and Hoshea quickly recognized the power of the 
great Western Empire. But he felt led to rebel, and 
seek the aid of the king of Egypt. Israel was be- 
tween the two great empires, and it was a constant 
temptation to play off one against the other, and to 
unite with whichever of the two was stronger at the 
time. The result of this was a great Assyrian army, 
which overran the entire kingdom and, after a three 
years’ siege, captured the city of Samaria and de- 


ported thousands of the people. The place was*® 


strong and put up a stubborn defense, but its failure 
against the great power of Assyria was inevita- 
ble. 

Shalmaneser seems to have died during the progress 
of the siege and was succeeded by Sargon, whose 
record of this victory has been discovered. He says 
that he led forth 27,290 captives. Deportation was a 
common method of warfare in those days, leading to 
exile and also to the weakeniag of the land captured. 
The places mentioned are variously located. Halah 
is thought to represent ‘‘Chalcitus” or ‘* Calah,” 
south of Nineveh. Habor seems to be the modern 
‘*Khabour,” a tributary of the Euphrates. Gozan is 
supposed to have been, like Halah, in the valley of 
the Euphrates. The cities of- the Medes would be 
much farther east. (5) 

Forsaking God (vs. 7-12).—Now opens the histor- 
jian’s summary of the reasons for this disaster. In 
spite of the goodness of Jehovah in bringing the 
people out of Egypt, Israeli had fallen into sin, wor- 
shiping other gods, following other laws, and observ- 
ing other rites. The ‘statutes of the nations” were 
the things done by surrounding peoples (Lev. 18 : 3: 
Deut. 12:31; 18:9). The ‘‘secret”’ things were 
either mysterious matters performed in seclusion or 
else the phrase refers to hypocritical glossing over of 
what was right. The high.places were illegitimate 
sanctuaries erected on elevated spots. This was 

_ against the law of one central sanctuary for worship 
(Deut. 12: 5, 6). The pillars and Asherim were idol- 
atrous symbols connected with the worship of Astarte 
(Deut. 16: 21, 22). The reference to idols (v. 12) is 
to the lowest and most crude forms, thereby express- 
ing contempt (Lev.26 : 30; Deut. 29: 17). No wonder, 
therefore, that God’s righteous indignation was 
aroused against all this evil-doing, imitation of 
heathenism, practise of idolatry, and plain dis- 
obedience. (6) 

Fearless of God (vs. 13-17).—Even this was not 
all, for when God made an earnest appeal to them he 


was met by deliberate refusal and persistent iniquity. 
Prophet after prophet appealed in vain, and from 
the time of the wandering in the wilderness, their 
ancestors would not believe and worship the true 
God. This absolute rejection of God in favor of 
idolatry, witchraft, and depravity, shows the extent 
to which the people had departed from truth and 
meg 8 History reminds us of a number of prophets 
sent by God (v. 13), and one after another was met 
by the same wilful attitude. (7) 

Forsaken by God (vs. 18-23).—-There was only one 
result possible and that was captivity, which was an 
expression of the divine punishment, and separation 
between God and those who had been his people. 
The reference to Judah only suggests that Judah in 
the south remained a nation, according to the ancient 
promise to David. The rest of the tribes vanished, 
and their dispersion among the Assyrians led to 
the entire loss of the Northern nation. Individuals 
doubtless returned, but the.nation as a whole never 
did, nor was the Northern kingdom ever set up 
again. Modern theories about the ten tribes can be set 
aside, as is suggested in Dr. Thompson's article on 
page 736. Whenever the whole nation of the Jews 
return to God and to their own land, they will doubt- 
less include members of all the tribes, but that day 
is still future (Rom. 11: 26). Meanwhile the terms 
‘‘Tsrael,” ‘‘ Israelite,” and ‘* Jew” seem to be inter- 
changeable according to the New Testament (Rom. 
2: 28;9:6; Acts 26: 7). (8) . 


III. Central Truths 


The story of Israel is one of unutterable sadness, 
and yet because of its solemn truths in connection 
with sin and its punishment (see Golden Text), it 
calls for careful consideration. We look at it as a 
study in cause and effect. 

1. The Effect.—Cause and effect are facts in the 
universe. We know how true this is in the world of 
nature and in the world of mind. Disregard of phys- 
ical law leads to disease and often to death. A 
powerful mind in a boy will. often express itself in 
genius as a man. It is one of the most familiar 
truths that ‘‘every effect must have its adequate 
cause.” But it is often forgotten that this law is 
equally true of the spiritual world. The Bible goes 
straight to the first cause. Much could be said about 
the weakness of Israel’s military force against As- 
syria, much of its unwise government, and much of 
its comparatively defenseless position, but the Bible 
traces things to their source and shows that the root 
of the trouble was moral, in their departure from 
God. 

2. The Causes.—The lesson is aclear and full re- 
minder of the various moral explanations of Israel's 
sin, and it will be well to look at them one by one: 
forgetting God (v. 7); following the world (v. 8); 
idolatry (vs. 9-12); persistence in evil (v. 13); unbe- 
lief (v. 14); disobedience (vs. 15-17). Each of these 
had its part in the apostasy. (9) 

3. The Message.—All this shows that nothing hap- 
pened by chance or magic. The ruin of Israel was 
not at all sudden because, as we have seen, it had been 
warned in one way or another from the very start, 
but especially by Amos and Hosea. Thus there are 
moral causes as well as physical. The idler of to-day 
is the ignorant man of to-morrow, and often the one 
who is angry to-day is a murderer to-morrow. One 
who loves alcoholic liquet may easily end his days as 
a drunkard, while careless exaggeration is apt to be- 
come lying. In the same way, watchfulness, per- 
sistence, faithfulness, have their effect in strong 
character and clear perception. We need to realize 
this connection of cause and effect in everything spir- 
itual, for if only we fulfil conditions, God will guar- 
antee results. As some one has said, we ought to 
pray not for effects, but that we may fulfil causes, 
This means that God must be first and real. Our 
view of God in the soul will settle everything. Israel, 
by following vanity, became vain (v. 15), and our 
conception of God will dominate all our life. We 
should therefore make sure that he is first, that he is 
allin all. ‘‘In the beginning God.” (10) 

4. The Safeguard.—tit is impossible to consider 
the sad story of Israel without contrasting it with the 
glad story of Christmas, and all that this’ means 
(Luke 2: 1-20). Christ came in the fulness of time, 
when Paganism was at its lowest, age oases at its 
weakest, and human nature generally in its most 
hopeless condition from the spiritual standpoint. 
The coming of Christ to this world was the highest 
and most striking illustration of the way in which the 
things of this world are ‘overcome by the things of 
God. Long ages before the Psalmist had said, *‘ Thy 
gentleness hath made me great” (Psa. 18 : 35); and 
similarly the prophet had said, ‘‘In quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 30: 15): All 
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this was seen in the way in which the birth of a little 
child in Bethlehem was the secret of victory over sin 
and of power for true holiness of heart andlife. We 
may look at the story of Christmas along these lines : 
I. n of a woman (vs. I-7). 2. Announced by angels 
we. 8-14). 3. Seen of shepherds (vs. 15-20). oO won- 
r the angel said ‘' Be not afraid; for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy” (Golden Text). The 
good tidings of great joy included Pardon, Peace, 
and Power, and in these three are the supreme and 
rmanent guarantee against all weakness, failure, 
ksliding, and sin, such as were seen in the long 
sad story of Israel. (11) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1, Faithless to God (Psa. 53 : 1-6). 
2. Forsaking God (Psa. 79 : 1-13). 
3. Fearless of God (2rov, 29 : 1-6). 
4. Forsaken by God (Lev. 26 : 31-39). 
Wycuirre CoLLece, ToronNTo. 


“ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Wages, of Sin.—Avnd tt was so, because the 
children of Israel had sinned (v. 9): We always go 
in swimming in July and play tickly bender in De- 
cember. When we fall out of the haymow we always 
light inthe barnyard. The moon always. changes 
and the tides always roll in and roll out. God's 
natural laws are immutable, and every fellow knows 
it. So are God’s moral and spiritual laws, and every 
fellow ought to know that, But the Devil seems to 
be able to*queer some men and make boobs out of 
them. Whenaman sinks in sin it drowns his charac- 
ter just as surely as water drowns his life. He be- 
comes a ‘'dead one” among the citizens. We usually 
call them ‘‘dead beats.” ‘Thousands of young men 
commit moral suicide (1 Tim. 5 : 6). Paul Holder was 
one of Coatesville’s smartest and most promising 
young business men. He had a good wife and nice 
children and was active in the church. Uptothe age 
of thirty he had never tasted any kind of liquor. He 
had an uncle inthe gutter and knew the curse of 
rum. Yet in some way Satan blinded him, and in 
a few months his life was a complete wreck and he 
had to leave town. Paul somehow lost his grip upon 
God and shook God's grip upon him, and he missed 
being one of Coatesville’s most successful men. Israel 
let go of God and down she went. You let goof God 
and down you’ll go, even though like Holder you may 
have passed the wild oats season (Isa. 59: 2). 


Open the Windows and Turn on the Light.— 7/¢ 
children of Ilsrael did secretly (v. 9). Sin, like 
vermin, always tries to hide. That proves its devil- 
ishness, Some very wise folks say the idea of hell is 
a superstition and there is no hell, You can’t get 
the secret sinner to believe hell is exploded. e 
knows better. When he can stand it no longer and 
‘‘ends it all,” the coroner’s jury says ‘*‘cause un- 
known.” Many a man has said to me, ‘‘ You don't 
still believe in hell, do you?” I just Jaugh and say, 
‘* You believe it, all right, or you wouldn’t be think- 
ing about it.” I said the other day, ‘‘I don’t believe 
it is going to rain.” I didn’t want ittorain. ‘The 
wide-open Christian lives in the light of day and 
never bothers his head about the imps of darkness 
and their country. The secret sinner thinks devil 
and votes out hell every week. And no wonder, 
with the secret sin hot on his track and running him 
in as surely as Israel was run todestruction. Blessed 
is the blabber. The fellow who is so open he tells all 
he knows is immune from secret sin. As Frank Cor- 
lies, my old room-mate used to say, ‘* Bill, I just have 
to be good, I talk in my sleep.” And he did. ‘‘ Now 
don’t take Pud Sanders, he tells his mother all he 
knows,” the fellows used to say when starting for 
Strode’s orchard. Pud thus kept out of the subse- 
quent trouble. We don’t put shutters on our houses 
any more to keep out robbers. We throw up the 
curtains and turn on the light. This is the way to 
keep the secret sin out of ‘* Israel” (Prov. 28 : 13). 


Inside Information.— 7hey .. . hardened their neck 
(v.14). A hardened neck and a “stiff backbone” are 
two cousins, but with different dispositions. The 
hardened neck stands for stubbornness-to good. A 
‘**stiff backbone” stands for stubbornness to evil. 
Sin is the chemical that dissolves the bone and fossils 
the neck. Israel ’s history is one long exhibit of the 
ups and downs of good and bad. Right with God, 
Israel laughs at Egypt and Babylon, Wrong with 
God, the.Philistine or any other one-horse power 
wipes its feet on Israel. ‘Things have not changed 
in the tick of eternity, and it is the same history 
to-day. Investigate the next business wreck and see 
if you do not find up near the head of it Sunday golf 
and all its cousins ; palm-room booze and all its 
uncles. Investigate the next man-wreck, and you 
will find the same contempt for all of God’s laws. 
The wrecked business had no one in the concern to 
consult heaven about it. The wrecked man had no 
God to beard the lion (1 Pet. 8: 8). The life of na- 
tions and the life of folks is very simple after all. Just 
keep close to God and he directs all things right. But 
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when the neck gets hardened sin can easily break it. 
Israel is the example (2 Chron, 16 : 9). 


The Vanishing Point.—7%cy followed vanity (v. 
15). Vanus; empty. Vanity, the vanishing point. 
See dictionary (which is often the most enlightening 
commentator). Not a single once in all Israel's his- 
tory did the ‘strange gods” ever do him a favor. 
Not a time did he per with Baal and his tribe of 

8. Israel kept right on following emptiness. In 
that little world in which these notes are written 
there are those who have been following vanity for 
years and they “‘ have gotten nowhere.” Some have 
about reached the ir nono int. ‘*Lend mea 
dollar” is the beat of the small ry. and ** Lend mea 
hundred” is the ‘‘touch” of the bigger fish. If the 
followers of sin had something to show for their de- 
votion, beside wounds, there a be some reason 
for the enrolment. ‘The only exhibit in these parts 
is misery and death. Fairview Cemetery, up there 
on the hill, can tell its own sad story in many a little 
white stone or unmarked mound. ‘There is no better 
proof of a powerful and blinding devil than the fact 
that men with all the evidence around them, and the 
experience of their own lives to warn them, can be 

otten to fall in and follow vanity. ‘‘ There is noth- 
ing init!” Yes, there is destruction and extinction 
in it for America, just as surely as there was for 
Israel (Rom. 6: 21, 23; Jas. 1: 15). (1) 


Vale Israel and 1915.— 7) ae pareee was very 
angry with Israel, and removed them out of his 
sight (v. 18). Exit for a season the nation of the 
hard neck. The strap oil of Babylonian servitude 
will yet cure the stiff neck, The slave-press of the 
Euphrates will yet squeeze all the idolatry out of 
Israel, When sin gets a good gripon a man you can 
not tell him anything for a while. He knows it all. 
He can take care of himself,—yes, indeedy! He 
laughs at your ‘hell fire and brimstone business.” 
Will argue with you until the cows come home. The 
sinner has to get down to the slave-pen for the come- 
back. ‘There are few unbelievers in the slums. Ask 
the bunch that crowds the rescue mission of a winter 
night if there isa hell, Homeless, friendless, dirty, 
diseased, despised, hungry, cold. With nothing but 
some rags, a thirst for rum, and a craving for drugs. 
“Is there a hell?” ‘I, myself, am hell.” But 
listen ! Though Israel may be removed ‘‘ out of his 
sight,” she was never out of God’s great heart. 
Neither are you. As the old year dies remember 
this, ye sons of the Bethlehem Star: the most sinful 
bum that sliuks through the slum is just as dear to 
that Great Heart as the sweetest saint that sits in 
this Corner (Rev. 22: 16, 17; Luke 23 : 43). (2) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

@lustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Tattooed.—And they wrought wicked things (2 
Kings 17: 11), It is said that there are those in 
France who so hate religion that they have tattooed 
apon their arms the letters spelling ‘‘ Against God.” 
Terrible as this may seem, there are those, profess- 
edly good people, too, whose lives proclaim the same 
thiug. The unbelief which leads such to live as if 
the commandments of God were of no account is the 
worst kind of unbelief.—From Jda Q. Moulton, in 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. (a) 


Messages from Aeroplanes.— Jehovah testified unto 
Israel, and ane (Jone by every prophet, and every 
seer, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways (vy. 
13). As I was going past a post-office the other 
day I saw a notice, ‘‘Messages from Aeroplanes,” 
with instructions as to what we should do with any 
we received. And the thought came into my mind 
how often we receive messages from those in the 
upper air—preachers, teachers, friends—whose lives 
we know are lived on a higher plane than ours. 
What use do we make of these messages? Do we 
let them drop almost unnoticed as soon as they have 
come to us? Or do we eagerly clutch them, and, 
when we have understood, pass them on to those 
whom atherwise they would never reach ?—From the 
London Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. (2) 

Not Only the Sheik.—7%ey would not hear, but 
hardened thetr neck (v. 7: 14). At Cairo, Bishop 
Gobat entertained high hopes of the conver- 
sion of a learned Mohammedan teacher, Sheik 
Ahmed, but his hopes were doomed to disappoint- 
ment. After many interviews, in which he appeared 
deeply impressed and ready to receive Christ as his 
Saviour, Gobat lost sight of him. Three months 
later he says, ‘‘I met him one day in the street. I 
asked him why he had not called for so long a time, 
to which he naively replied, ‘The last time I was 
with you I felt that if I went to you again I should 
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be convinced of the truths of Christiainty, and be 
consequently obliged to avow myself a Cristian, 
for which I should have been killed. I therefore re- 
solved to see no more until my heart should be 
hardened against your arguments.’"— From the 
a: ¥ Bishop Gobat. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


While There Is Time.—He ‘hat wd often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed (Golden Text). A lady who once needed 
legal counsel was advised to consult a prominent 
lawyer. She kept putting it off, and when she 
finally went to him and began to state her case, he 
said, ‘‘ Madam, you are too late. I cannot be your 
advocate, for I have been appointed your judge.” 
God forbid that the Judge of all the earth should 
apply such words to any of us.—From Jda Q. Moul- 
ton, in Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
Jj. A. Kratz, Joppa, Md. The prise for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration, (3) 


Is This True?— No room... in the inn (Luke 2: 7). 
Our life is full. Wecannot be expected to give up 
one of these necessary interests. There is no more 
room, All the chambers in the inn are taken. The 
best we can do—for we are kindhearted—is to ar- 
ne matters so that He can be housed comfortably 
in the manger. Our manger is better than the one 
mentioned in Luke. Instead of straw we have up- 
holstered benches, Instead of a rude building, we 
have one better than our own homes. We have it 
fixed up so that we yong tee coming to it once a 
week, and meeting our there, e are proud 
of it. We point it out to our friends as we pass it on 
the way from the station to the house. No one calls 
it a manger or a barn. It stands on one of the larg- 
est lots in town. it has stained-glass windows. ... 
The church is a manger to Jesus if we put him there 
because we have no place for him in our business, 
our society, our home.—From the Rev. Ambrose W. 
Vernon, D.D., in The Congregationalist and 
Christian World. Sent by Emma Young/love, Ven- 
tura, Cai. 


The Light.— And she brought forth her first-born 
son; ... on earth peace among men (Luke?z: 7, 
14). An artist once drew a picture of a wintry twilight, 
—the trees heavily laden with snow, and a dreary, 
dark house, lonely and desolate in the midst of the 
storm. It was a sad picture. Then, with a quick 
stroke of yellow crayon, he put alight in one win- 
dow. The effect was magical. The entire scene 
was transformed into a vision of comfort and cheer. 
The birth of Christ was just such a light ina dark 
world.— From The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Cohn. (4) 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


STEREOGRAPH at Bethlehem was used April 
A 11 when studying the story of King David. It 
may profitably be used to-day, when we would 
revisit the old town as we recall the story of how our 
own King came to live among his people. 
The spot where we are to stand (it is on the roof 
of a hillside building) is indicated ey the point of 
the large V numbered 14. As those long diverging 
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lines promise, we shall have an extensive outlook 
southeast, across the wilderness hills and part of the 
Dead Sea, even to distant heights in Moab. 

And we find it allso when we look out through the 
stereoscope. Down before us the houses of the ‘* little 
town of Bethlehem ” stand psy | packed together. 
Most of the buildings are small. few larger ones 
are massed near the farther limits of the town toward 
the left, where we see the tall tower of a Christian 
monastery. One of those connected buildings at the 
left of the tower is a church built in medieval times, 
and down under the church is a cavern or grotto, 

artly natural, partly artificial. At the time when 
rote and Mary came. here one winter day ‘long 
ago there was a public khan, or camping-place, 
where now that church and neighboring structures 
stand. Tradition says that the cavern existed even 
then, and that in its shelter the Christ-Child first 
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os human eyes on our world of perplexity, pain, 
and sin. 

If we look off beyond the housetops we can see 
hilly pasture ground where sheep were raised in 
David's time, and in J h’s time,—where, indeed, 
they are still raised by Judean farmers. On one 
persenler hill, conspicuous by reason of its abruptly 

attened summit, there was, nineteen hundred years 
ago, a Roman fortress, maintained to secure the 
hated foreign rule in this part of Palestine. Every 
time a Bethlehem householder looked off to that 
height he was reminded of the galling yoke and of 
God’s promise of a national Deliverer. Yet, they 
mee realized that the Deliverer had come in Mary's 
c 

The one is entitled ‘‘ David’s City, Beth- 
lehem, S. E. to Frank Mountain.” . 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘Ihe use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in makin 
the lesson places veal. Forty-four places are to be visite 
in 1916; the forty-four stere hs cost $7.33, and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Twelve p will be described with the lessons of 
the first quarter; cost $2.00, The five for January cost 84 
cents, Less than four in one order are 20 cents each. Stefe- 
oscopes, go cents each. Postage or expressage is prepaid on 
all orders for stereographs or stereosco Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 cents; sepia- 
tinted, cents ; colored, $1, Address ‘The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplaia and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ROM the tower of the watchmen to the fortified 
city (2 Kings 17: 9). ‘The watchtowers were 
guardhouses set on the borders of the land of 

Israel for protection against neighboring nations, 
and to keep off incursions of shepherd tribes from 
the East. In such guardhouses there would be a 
small body of soldiers, but so widespread was the 
spirit of idolatry that even these had their images 
and places of heathen festival. 

hey caused their sons and their daughters to 
pass gh the fire (v. 17). The motive is ex- 
plained in Micah 6: 7. It was hoped that by so 
great a sacrifice divine punishment would be averted. 
Such was the misrepresentation of God that came 
upon the darkened heart. The crying of the children 
in agony and the sight of blood would be distressing 
to the parents and those looking on, and it seems to 
have been the custom to hold in the hand a small 
bunch of aromatic myrtle as a safeguard against 
fainting. Ezekiel (8:17) probably refers to this in 
saying, ‘‘Lo, they put the branch to their nose.” 
God's punishment on such selfishness was to be that 
his eye also would not spare, and though they in 
turn should cry with a loud voice he would not hear 
(Ezek. 8 : 18). (1) 

Sold themselves to do that which was evil (v. 17). 
The dedication of men and women, attached to the 
shrines as devotees of immorality, was the chief 
means of their wealth and magnificence. ‘he last 
to be abolished by Christianity was that of Serfpis 
in Alexandria. (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
< 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, how it must 
hurt thee to see the wild passions of men let loose upon 
the face of the earth! The smoke is rising to-day from the 
upheavals of men’s terrible pride; the song of peace is 
smothered by the rending roar of the vast and lurid carni- 
val of hate. Lord Jesus, come quickly; we need thy 
hand thy voice, A heart of love, But even in this day, 
O Christ, give us the peace that passeth all understanding 
in our heart of hearts. As we move in paths of service, 
speak to us through the crash of civilizations thy word of 
peace to the soul that trusteth in thee. In thy dear name 
we. pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was on a battlefield in France, 
and along the torn and heavy road the British troops 
were marching. The troops had been pushing on 
through murky, rainy weather, in the midst of the 
awful roar of shot and shell. Suddenly there was a 
rift in the clouds, and the setting sun, reqeaurey fl 
through, shone full upon a figure of the Christ erecte 
by the roadside,—that patient Christ, whose gospel 
is a word of peace to a stricken world. The men 
stood in silence. An officer in the London Scottish 
in a letter writes: ‘‘Shells, fatigue, discomfort, were 
forgotten for the wonderful moment; then the steady 
march along the long, wet road was resumed.” 
Whether the world-will yet hear or not, Christ’s word 
is a word of peace. 

Some of you may remember that. figure ‘* The 
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Christ of the Andes,’’ erected on the boun- 
dary between Chile and the Argentine Re- 
ac: to commemorate a peace compact 
tween these two countries; and this is 
what it says on the pedestal of the statue : 

** Sooner shall these mountains crumble 
unto dust than Chileans and Argentines 
break the peace, which at the feet of Christ, 
the Reedemer, they have sworn to main- 
tain,’’ 

The message of peace has not wholly gone 
unheard in our day, and every one of us here 
can be at peace in our hearts, at the feet of 
Christ, because 


nor ware PEAGL 


is that which is promised to those who learn 
of him,—a peace not broken by man’s vari- 
ableness, but deep and abiding beyond the 
rough hand of circumstance. Will you 
accept it? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Hark! the herald angels sing."’ 

** I: came upon the midnight clear."’ 

“' My soul, be on thy guard.” 

**O little town of Bethlehem." 

“ Sinners, turn; why will ye die?"’ 

“Thou didst leave Thy home and Thy kingly 


crown. 
** While shepherds watched their flocks by 
night.”’ 
** Yield not to temptation.” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1: 1-4). 
Psalm 137 : 1-6 (294 : 1-4). 
Psalm tat : 1-8 (262 : I, 2). 
Psalm 148 : 1-14 (g2I : 1, 2). 
Psalm 45 : 1-17 (95 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 72 : 1-19 (144 : I-3, 5). 
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For the Primary °*Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—tThe story of the fall and captiv- 
N ity of Israel was combined with the 
lesson for December 12, in this les- 
son-article, because so closely associated 
with it. (See last week’s outline.) This 
leaves December 19 free for the presentation 
of the Christmas story in the primary depart- 
ment. 

It is more important to observe the spirit 
of the day and the meaning of the Christmas 
season with children than to follow the 
sequence of Old Testament lessons. Stories 
of the judges, kings,- and prophets which 
have constituted the year’s lessons may be 
summed up ip next Sunday’s review. 

Every child loves Christmas, and should 
hear the Bible Christmas story every year. 
One of the selections for primary children of 
eight years to memorize is Luke 2: 8-20, 
Let the children recite it if possible. 

Lesson Teaching.—Jesus Christ was the 
King long promised to Israel. 

God’s Promises.—God had made many 
promises to the children of Israel. -He had 
given to them the promised land to be their 
home. Of all his promises there was one 
which they liked best,—that some day a 
Messiah or Saviour would be born who 


should be king of all the earth. Every Jew- , 
ish family hoped that this King might be born | 


in their home. 

Great kings like Saul, David, and Solo- 
mon had lived and died ; great prophets like 
Samuel, Elijah, and Daniel had lived among 
the people to speak God’s messages and to 
tell his promises. The people believed that 
God’s promises would come true, but hun- 
dreds of years went by and the Messiah had 
not come. For four hundred years no mes- 
senger had come to tell anything more about 
the expected king. 

Bethlehem.—Among the hills: in the land 
of Israel was the town of Bethlehem. It 
was there that Ruth, the beautiful daughter, 
came to live with Naomi. If possible show 
a picture of Bethlehem and recall the story 


of Ruth (lesson of February 7). It was in | 


the grain-fields near Bethlehem that Boaz 


saw Kuth and chose her to be his wife. It! 
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was in Bethlehem that their dear baby boy 
was born. (2) 

Among the hills and valleys near Bethle- 
hem shepherds cared for their sheep. In 
ene of the families of shepherds a dear baby 
boy was born whose name was David. He 
had seven older brothers, As David grew, 
his work was to care for his father’s sheep. 
(see lessons of April 11, 18, 25). David 
guarded his flocks from danger; sometimes 
he watched them by night when the stars 
were shining. He was such a faithful shep- 
herd that he was afterward chosen to be king 
of Israel. Because he was born in Bethle- 
hem, it was sometimes called the City of 
David. For a thousand years other she 
herds watched and cared for their flocks in 
those very same fields near Bethlehem. 

Christmas Story.—if there is time, tell 
briefly why Joseph and Mary had traveled to 
Bethlehem (Luke 2: 1-7). That very night 
a message was given to some shepherds 
keeping watch over their flocks by night in 
the‘fields near Bethlehem, They were .so 
surprised that they were frightened, but they 
saw the wonderful light round about the 
angel, and they heard the wonderful message 
and the multitude of the heavenly host prais 
ing God, They knew it must be true, and 
they went to Bethlehem to see for them. 
selves. Repeat Luke 2: 8-20, the most 
beautiful description possible. Show appro- 
priate pictures, and review the story in 
Christmas songs: Holy Night, Silent Night; 
Away in a Manger; Under the Stars one 
Holy Night; Once a Little Baby Lay, Cra- 
dled in the Fragrant Hay; Christ was Once 
a Little Baby. (2) 

Make plain that the birth of Christ was 
the first Christmas, and that good-tidings of 
great joy belong to every Christmas. It 
makes our own Christmas happier if we carry 
gifts of good-will to make others happy. 

You probably have some plan of furnish- 
ing Christmas gifts or a Christmas dinner to 
some less favored Sunday-school or family. 
Interest each child in having a part. It may 
be that during your own Christmas enter- 
tainment this week you can arrange gifts or 
prepare a tree to make other children happy. 

A beautiful service for any Sunday-school 
is described in the beautiful little book 


‘* White Gifts for the King.’’ The book (in | 
paper cover), together with special services, | 
explanatory leaflets and other supplies may | 
be ordered from The Sunday School Times | 


Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, at 25 
cents, A number of articles about this ser- 
vice have’ been published in The Sunday 
School Times, in the issues of October 23, 
November 6, 13, and 27. 

Hand-work.—On cover-paper, the color of 
holly berries or leaves, let each child paste a 
picture of the shepherds visiting the manger 
to worship the Christ-child, or use other pic- 
tures, if more easily obtained. The older 
children should be able to write also the 
meaning of Christmas. Some may prefer to 
copy a stanza of a Christmas song. Some 
may write what they plan to do to make 
others happy. 


Note.—Be careful that the material em- 
phasis shall not overshadow the spiritual 
significance of Christmas. Close by repeat- 
ing the verse which tells of God’s greatest 
gift to the world (John 3: 16), : 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


RE event for which you girls have been 
planning will soon be here. Why do 
we give and receive gifts at Christmas ? 

Why do we exchange gifts at Christmas in- 
stead of the Fourth of July or Thanksgiving ? 
Why do we exchange presents only with 
those we love? God gave Christ, a Christ- 
mas present to the people he loved, the boys, 
girls, men, and women of the whole world. 
So we celebrate his birthday by giving gifts 
to those we love. 

All the roads to Bethlehem were thronged 
with people. What occasioned this crowd ? 
People had traveled all day, perhaps many 
days. Yonder comes a young woman, a 
beautiful girl, riding upon a donkey, a man 
walking beside leading it, They had trav- 
eled a long, long way from Nazareth. She 
looked oh, so weary. He leaves her to ar- 
range with the inn-keeper about lodging. 
They couldn’t engage room in advance, for 
they had no railroads or telegraphs then. 
Joseph returns with the disheartening word 

( Continued on next page) 











Nelson’s 
Teachers’ Testament 


AMERICAN STAN DARD VEhSION 


With Notes and Helps specially suitable 
for use with the Sunday School Lessons 
for 1916 and 1917 which are taken from 
the New Testament. 


The Notes and Comments are printed on the same 
pages with the text, making clear all difficult passages. They 
were edited and prepared by a Joint Editorial Board of the 
foremost Biblical Scholars of every Denomination. 


The Introductions are placed at the beginning of 
each book, telling who the writer was, why he wrote the book, 
where he wrote it, and giving a summary of what the book con- 
tains. These introductions were written by Biblical authorities 
of international reputation. 


The Words of Christ are printed in bold face 
type and all the words difficult to pronounce are divided and 
marked for easy pronunciation. 

The Testament is the American Standard Version, 
recognized as the best version in any language because it brings the 
plain reader more closely into contact with the exact thought of the 
sacred writers than any other version now current in Christendom. 


Art cloth binding, with gold side stamp and title in gold on back, 
and attractive jacket in two colors. 75 cents. 


The most helpful Testament for the use of Sunday School 
Teachers, Leaders and Scholars. 
FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS 


Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Cana New York 


381 A Fourth Avenue, - - eT" 
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Illuminating Books on the 


| INTERNATIONAL 
1916 UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
Lessons during 1916. The following books will be most suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THompson, >.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died? President Thompson 
pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth. He devotes a chapter to 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. © This little 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


By Sir WittiaM M. Ramsay. The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his lifetime studies into this work. The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. $7.50, postpaid, 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. This popular little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, size 64%x3% inches, 
suitable for carrying in the pocket. I[t contains five simple outline 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
in parallel columns. 20 cents, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














MRS. SLOSSON’S 
LATEST BOOK 


PUZZLED 
SOULS 


(JUST PUBLISHED) 


a grouping of short 
stories by the best in- 
terpreter of the “ up- 
country’’ New Eng- 
land character. It is 
to Annie Trumbull 
Slosson that we are 
indebted for ‘ Fishin’ 
Jimmy,” “Aunt Ab- 
by,” “Story-Tell Lib,” 
“White Christopher,” 
“The Little Shepherd 
of Bethlehem,” and 
other books of un- 
equaled studies of the 
New England charac- 
ter. ‘‘ Puzzled Souls” 
is a worthy member of 
that remarkable group. 
Bound in brown and 
gold, with frontispiece. 
130 pages. 
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jcan be no sin. 
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| that ‘‘there was no room for them in the 


‘inn,”’ 
To what did Mary and Joseph then resort ? 


‘What kind of stable was it in which Christ , 


was born? Some one may inquire why | 


shepherds were in the fields at night. The 


pasture lands were often dangerous and fre- 
rune by wild animals. This necessitated 
the herding of sheep both night and day. 


If we had had part in announcing that the , 


| Son of God had come to earth we doubtless , 


»would have sent the angel to the mayor of : 


Bethlehem, the superintendent of schools, 
‘the most influential: citizen, or at least the 
pastor. Why the angel told the secret first 
to the shepherds we do not know. ‘Ihe text 
says they were ‘* keeping watch.’’ We know 
‘their work was humble, wearisome, and dan- 
gerous, but they were not shirking it. We- 
must see from the common things and lowly 
people attending the birth of Christ that God 
does not despise the lowly and the common- 
place. 

Think of a dark, black night, then all at 
once this glory light of the Lord fairly daz- 
zling. Little wonder that the shepherds 
were frightened. Does not the blackness of 
the night typify the great world in its depths 
of sin, and this light reveal what Christ had 
come to do—dispel it. . Where light is there 
can be no darkness, Where Christ is there 
**He that followeth me,”’ 
said Jesus, ‘**shall not walk in darkness, but 
sliall have the light of life.’’ 

Man had wandered away from God into 
sin. God was lonesome. Sohe came down 
in human form to live alongside of man to 
draw him to himself. His name was Im- 
manuel, ‘God with us’’ (Matt. 1: 23). 

What message did the angels bring ? Not, 
**] bring good tidings,’’ but ‘*1 bring you ”’ 
individually good tidings. _Not one person 
excepted. The good tidings extend to all 
peovle, rich, poor, learn: d, ignorant, black, 
brown, yellow, or white. They are not 
only good tidings, but tidings of ** great joy.”’ 
Some things may be good for us, but they do 
not bring us joy. A surgeon may prescribe 
ar operation as the only good thing for us, 
but we do not find joy in it. 

Why was Jesus born in the city of David? 
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the world is seeking. We rush here and 
there, getting an education, developing our 

aving a good time, winning success, 
hoping to satisfy a craving within us, trying 
to find peace. God has constituted us so 
that these things will not satisfy in order that 
we may seek Christ. He alone can give us 
peace (John 14:27)). But before he can 
do that we must do just what the shepherds 
did, go and see for ourselves, That which 
liad been their duty gave way now to their 
supreme duty—finding Christ. The finding 
of Christ should take precedence in every life 


‘| over all else. 


Some people crowd Christ out ; they have 
no room in their lives for him, but the shep- 


-| herds ‘‘made haste”’ to find Jesus. There 
‘| is no time to be lost if you have not found 
him. .To-morrow may be too late. Satan 


may harden your heart so that you will have 
no desire, : 

And when they found him ‘‘ they made 
known abroad ’’-—just what every one who 
has found Jesus will be unable to resist 
doing. If you’ve found Jesus you'll tell it. 
You will tell of him to those who are indif- 
ferent or who haven’t heard. You’ll tell it 
by the smile on your face; you’ll tell it by 
the dress you wear; you'll tell it by the 
places you go, the things you delight in; 
the books you read, the friends you choose, 
the life you live will tell it. You may not 
realize you are telling it, but people will 
know if you have found Jesus. 

On Christmas Day, when you are giving 
gifts to your friends, have you realized that 
Jesus longs for a gift from you? Would not 
the friend who loves you best be wounded if 
you passed her by without recognition. 
Christ is that Friend. He isn’t satisfied 
with a gift of money or some service from 
you. He wants just you yourself, 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Ask each girl to bring to class a written 
list of the good and bad points of each of the 
following persons: Naboth, Elijah, Naaman, 
Joash, Daniel, Jonah, Uzziah. 

Name the kings and prophets of the 
Northern Kingdom of whom we have studied. 
Also of the southern Kingdom. 

What promises did God make to ‘Israel 
through Hosea ? 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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Pucker’s ‘* Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E HAD an awful time at the meeting 
of our class Friday night. Bumps 
and I had Fatty there. He didn’t 

play hookey after all. His folks went visit- 
ing last Sunday. Mr, Mason passed around 
apples and peanuts, too, But the home 
study questions were fierce, Teacher had 
to help every one of us, and Bulldog Jones 
says if it keeps on this way he’s going to 
quit. 

Mr. Mason said he knew they were too 
hard, and that he had a better plan in hi- 
head for next year.- So we’re going to 
keep on. 





























: . The first thing was my chart. I had it all 
In what way is Jesus our Saviour? (Matt. qone like this: 
PRICE, 75 CENTS 1:21.) Notice that Christ was not a man / 
who decame our Saviour, but that he was 
born our Saviour, Christ was born in the 1100 B.C. SAUL 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. appointed place (Mic. 5 : 2); of the prom- DAVID 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concere- | ised hneage (comp, Matt. 1:1 with Gen. 
py peer wr peet rahe mer Sy me be — yond 12 : 3and Psa. 132 : 11); under the promised 1000 B.C. SOLOMON 
ie pu ishers and the a wertiser yy S ating at you condition (Isa 2 in the ap ointed 
) ; ; The s hool Limes. - 7: 14)5 pp 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday Scho imes way (Isa. 9 : 6); and with the promised re- JUDAH ISRAEL 
— ception (comp. Isa, 60: 6 with Matt. 2: 11). Rehoboam roe og 
e e 4, at° p Abijam adab 
Ch t k 9 C t Many others might be given. (1) Asa Raashe 
ris ian or ers ommen ary Study these references carefully with your Elah 
® girls that they may see that Christ’s birth — 
on the Whole Bible was not the coming into the world of an or- Aheb 
dinary child, but that ‘* the birth was on this ppeceagees 5 
By Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Iinois | wise *’ (Matt. 1 : 18) altogether unlike those 900 B.C. chorem Siemtoh 
A lenge eotave volume who had come before (Matt. 1: 1-18). Truly Athaiiah Hehe = 
- : ; pa this was God’s own, only begotten Son of Joash 
te... lasti A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible in one volume, and for a | whom the prophets centuries before had ehoahas 
price within the reach of all. These are desiderata long agreed upon, but never, in a really foretold. ( Amaziah ehoash . 
popular sense, met before. Totes h . € thie} P , | Uzziah ereeens # 
‘Dr. Gray brought to the task of producing such a book the powers at their maturity that | | he | on fhe this host “od “ cade e 800 8.¢ Shaliun 
have made him one of the foremost Bible teachers of the English-speaking world. Clearness of | he attitude of heaven toward this wonder- | Senuhew 
thought ; the mastery of condensed expression without the sacrifice of lucidity ; immense indus- ful event. There was great gladness in | Jotham Pekahiah 
try ; adequate scholarship ; thoroughness ; a joyous trust in the truth of the Scriptures ; a spir- | heaven for the inhabitants of earth. One| Ahaz Pekah 
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teactiing, have made this book possible. Observe their song of praise to God. 1. Amon 
“* But it remains true that this is eminently the Commentary of the people. No Sundav- | Gj.ry to God. Man’s chief end is to glorify | josiah 
school teacher can afford to be without it, and in any Christian home it will enrich the family | (49° The Poaleaiet declares.“ Pie banvens | ehoahaz 
: : , - : aa eee : ’ | ehoiakim 
devotions, answer the children’s questions, and stimulate the study of the sacred Oracles. ; o, . H | oP 
Dr. C. 1. Scofield, in The Sunday School Times. declare the glory of God,’’ and here the | ehsiachin 
Sern’ ‘ y : angels are proclaiming that Christ came to edeniah 
earth for the glory of God. 
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1916 Catabog tices svar tne 





postpaid,” Nach has beautiful floral design in col- 


ors embossed on cover. Eight inside pa: n= 
verse and color illustrations. Aver. sise,34 aig ins. 
tpaid. ene hn ng et 
pos 20 envelo s to matc -e 4y ‘over 
rich td dand heavily embossed. Four 
inside pages with Christmas message. Tied with 
silk cord. Aver. size, 344x2% ins. 
fe. 700. Christmas s. *5 1 for 
5c.; 90c. per 100, id. Mist ae and Poin- 
settia designs in onleas on fine — pebble-fin- 





ished stoc 
No. 875. Christmas Post Cards. 20 for 
25c.; per id. Wonderfully at- 
tractive Shildon’ s ‘area. eat designed and 
unusual in color scheme. 

jo. 725. Calendar. Sc. each. Size, 5 fe 
ins. "Assorted designs. Scenes from Holla’ 2 
trayed in dark brown border lined with gilt. w 
Year message on each. 

No. 1.323. Age of Innocence Calendar. 
45c. each, in a cardboard box, with label for ad- 
dressing. A strikingly accurate soot of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’ famous painting, ‘“‘Age of Innocence.” 
Has frame from which calendar pad is suspended. 
64% x7\ins. 
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Christmas Scenes Candy Box. 
100 ; delivery 35c. per 100 extra. 
side scenes on both sides in colors. 


$1.00 
Christmas ad 
\% tb size only. 





249 Dock St., 
Philadelphia 


MacCALLA & C0., ~~ 














Christine 
| Carol Services 


EIGHT BOOKS.—Price 10 cents 
each or $5.00 per hundred, net. 


BOOK 8 
NEW, JUST PUBLISHED 








A Sample Set of Eight Books 
sent on receipt of 25 cents 





The H. W. Gray Company 
Sole Agents for 


Movello & Co., Wtd. 


2 WEST 45th STREET,- NEW YORK 














just the thing for 
A Christmas Entertainment 


THE PUPPET PRINCESS 


By. Augusta Stevenson 
An easy one-act play for about 35 
children that teaches the Christmas 
lesson of kindness and is sure to 
take well. 








Crepe paper costumes may be made 
from directions or purchased at mod- 
erate cost. 

50 cents net. At all bookstores 


Houghton Mifflin Co., 4 Park Street, Boston 














acces 


1705 Arch RC Phila., Pa. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

We have ail that are published. 

Set of 6 best Services for 10 cents in stamps. 

Peloubet’s S. S. Lesson Notes, 1916, $1.00; poten. 10c. 
Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, $1.00; posta 


Gist of the Lesson organ, 25c. 
Genuine marecen, § hiag of Lesson, Illustrated, 

BIBLE large type. $3.00 value $1.15 postpaid. 

FOR XMAS, a Peace Calendar: 366 reasons against 


"famous writers. Practical, artistic desk- 
‘ostpaid $1. 10% discount to teachers. 










calendar. 


J. Mullowney, Paxtang. Pa. 


( Continued from preceding page) 

.Fred read his little essay on how Israel 
was carried away prisoners of war to Assyria, 
and never was heard of as a nation again, 

Bert read what he had written about Judah, 

how they had hung on a hundred and forty 
years or so longer, and then they, too, were 
captured and carried to Babylon. But after 
seventy years they came back home, and 
started things all over again. 
' Mr.-Mason asked why it was that this 
chosen people had to be punished so. Of 
course we said it was.their idolatry. 
he wanted to know what an idol is. 

‘* An image that you worship,’’ said Bull- 
dog. But teacher showed how it can be 
anything that we put first in our hearts in- 
stead of God. America’s idols are money, 
pleasure, and power. He thinks that with 
some people Sunday ought to be called 
** Fhe Automobile’s Day’’ instead of ** The 
Lord’s Day,’’ and that if the idol-worshiping 
people were the only ones the United States 
would go to smash in short order. He says 
the millions of Christians in the churches 
and Sunday-schools are what save our coun- 
try from war and ruin. ‘Ye are the salt of 
the earth.’’ (1) 

Then he wanted to know why the Israel- 
ites were so set on idols, and finally brought 
out that they caught it from the heathen na- 
tions around them. Then he talked about 
the danger of us boys running with the wrong 
«crowd or going where we’d learn bad things. 

** How many would drink or smoke,’ he 
asked, ‘‘if they didn’t see others doing it?’’ 
‘That’s why we must get rid of the saloon, 
and the smokehouse ought to go with it. 
They’re heathen neighbors, and we must be 
separate from them, as the Hebrews were 
commanded to be. 

Carl was next with his essay on how these 
events prepared for Christ’s coming. Of 
course he told about the prophets’ pointing 
forward to him, and how the worship of 
images was finally driven out by these pun- 
ishments. Then, too, the return of Judah 
was so Christ could be born in Bethlehem. 

Bumps explained how Joseph and Mary 
came to be in Bethlehem just at that time. 
We looked at the stereoscopic view of Beth- 
lehem as it is now, 1 and teacher said God 
was bound to keep his promises to the letter, 
even if he had to use Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, 
and Ceesar to do it. He thinks we don’t 
need to worry about God keeping his word 
to us if we do our part. 

Bulldog told the story of the shepherds 
and we looked at the picture again to see the 
fields where even yet they herd sheep. Bull- 
dog made out that the angels were so excited 
over Jesus’ coming to earth that they just had 
to tell somebody. So they sang it to the 
sleepy shepherds and scared them half to 
death. But they were good Christian men 
and took the Saviour into their hearts right 
away, even if he didn’t seem much like a 
king lying ¢here in that manger. 

Fatty said it seemed more real when those 
rich Wise-men from the East came and 
bowed down to him and gave him such royal 
gifts. 

‘If all the people had been like these 
few,’™said teacher, ‘‘the Jews would soon 
have been better off than before the captiv- 
ity ; and to-day Christ is the only one who 
can deliver us from the captivity of sin,’”’ 

The time was just about up, so he put on 
the board ; 





SIN ENSLAVES 
BUT 


CHRIST LIBERATES 











and then prayed that we might all be true to 
Christ and enjoy the liberty of sons of God. 

Next Sunday is review. Teacher gave us 
each a list of the main people we have been 
studying about, and told us to think up all 
we could remember about them. We’ve got 
got to do it at home this time because Friday 
night is our Christmas celebration and we 
can’t have our class meeting. But teacher 
said we’d sure have something interesting 
next Sunday. 


TERRE Haute, IND. 
54 


Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in Her 
Teens’? is just the book to help you with your 
class of girls. ltmay be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid, 





1See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 740 in 
this issue. 
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Two Great Books for Students of 
im) the Sunday School Lessons for 1916 


Paul and His Epistles 


By D. A. Hayes 


A vivid portrayal of the Pauline Era, The author has visualized persons and places. 
The towering figure of Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles dominates the scene, and the 
spiritual power of the Apostles and early Christians is written on every page. 


Crown 8v6, §08 pages. Cloth binding. Price, net, $2.00, postpaid 


Jerusalem to Rome 
By Charles Fremont Sitterly 


The Acts of the Apostles. A New ‘Translation and Commentary with Notes, Maps, 
Reconstructions and Reproductions of Choice Illustrations from Christian Art. This is 
a book for the study, the library, the Sunday School teacher, and the home, In appeal- 
ing form the story of the first epoch of Christianity in its conquest of the world. 


Crown 8vo. 293 pages. Cloth binding. Price, net, $1.50, postpaid 
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THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK: 150 Fifth Avenue CINCINNATI; 220 West Fourth Street 

BOSTON : 581 Boylston St. (Copley Sq.) CHICAGO: 1018-24 S, Wabash Avenue a 

ie. kB PITTSBURGH : 105 Fifth Avenue KANSAS CITY: 1121 McGee Street Poa 
Onis DETROIT: 12 Elizobeth Street, East. © SAN PRANCISCO: 5 & 7 City Hall Avenue HU. 


A Great Song Book 


Sparkling, snappy, invigorating, energizing, appealing, effective 
and useful, this latest and greatest of Rodeheaver productions has 
set a new high-water mark in gospel songbook making. Hundreds 
of churches, Sunday schools and other religious societies are already 
using it and are expressing unbounded approval and delight. The 
first to introduce it into your church community will have exercised 

“winning strategy.” 
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Songs for Service 


has 288 pages, is printed from new platee on better-than-usual 
finely bound.Orch for 15 instruments. Printed in both lk and shaped 
hotes, itis ores used exclu in the *‘Billy”’ Sunday campaigns. 
EXAMINE A COPY FREE—Simply state that you will either return it in 
good condition within 15 days or will remit the retail price. State binding desired. 
arama? - - 85c, limp 25c, manila 20c per copy, postpaid. 
loth $25, limp $18; manila $15 per 100, not prepaid. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 
1077 MONON BLDG., CHICAGO. 627 LIPPINCOTT BLDG., PHILADELPHIA 


per and is 














JUST OFF THE PRESS! 
**The King of Song Books ”’ 


“MAKE CHRIST KING, COMBINED” 


Combines ‘‘Make Christ King’’ and the ‘‘ New Make Christ J Khe 
with many new Aa TA (Orchestrated.) Edited by Professor E. O. L. 
Y DR, W. E. BI WOLF and over seventy leading Srcngstiots.” 
** Make Christ King ’’ Ps Books h 
e 











EThe 
have been the best sellers in the United 


Biederwolf States, having exceeded ali sales of any other book by a wide margin. Regard- kacell 
less of expense the editors tried to make this the greatest song book ever published. Send rsc for Sample 
a THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING CO., LAKESIDE BUILDING, CHic CAGO, ILL. 





Twenty-one MOLL Pipe Organsin use. The RE. .R organs at CA prices. Every part 


made in our own factory and fully y guaranteed. Specifi- . p. Médller Hagerstown, Md. 
+] 


cations and estimates on reqeest. Write for catalogs. 
Three Powerful Books 


By Dr. W. E. BrepeRwoLr 
** Spiritualism,” ‘* Russellism Unveiled,” 
‘The Unvarnished Truth about 
Christian Science” 
Latest, plainest, and most convincing 
oks on these subjects. 
15 cts. each, postpaid ; 3 for 40 cts. 


The Glad Tidings Pub. Co., Lakeside Bldg. Chicago, Il 
UUM TAITERY) for tacce uyee Books 


For Bynes 5 Books 

_ pest Symes hans pienty 168, Million 
Evenectt Limp cover $8.00 per 100: Cloth cover $18.00 por 100. 
Co. Bldg. Chicago, I. 




















The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Head’s S.S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s §. S. Class Books 


Netiiag ness single, ahelse ¢ pestoct waned of extho echsal, 


A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 
examination on request. 


PF. H, REVELL CO,, 158 Fifth Av., N.Y. 125 No. Wabash Av. 


BOOKS, FOR CHRISTMAS 


connect ~ 
Bible History, 160 aekee ps rontens very 
both adults and children; also ‘‘T ry of the 
Very First Christmas,”’ beautifully valting the story 
of the Christ child. agillustragons. Prices, either book, 
25¢ paper, soc cloth bound, postpaid. Special prices to 
teachers or schools tor gift books, or to agents. 
Also special sets of a slides ee Christmas, 
Illustrated Sermons, 


STEBBINS PUB. CO., 1028 A Maia St., KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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Christmas and 
Bible Success 


If you have not seen that unusual and 
attractive little book,—the Bible Success 
Band Booklet for 1916,—send now for a 
copy to The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, It may 
be just the Christmas or New Year’s gift 
you have been wanting for some of your 
friends. An article on page 716 of last 
week’s issue told about the Bible Success 
Band. ‘The booklets may be ordered in 
quantities of ten or more at ten cents each, 
or a single copy at 15 cents, including 
postage. 





A Christmas Entertetament. WHY THE CHIMES 
RANG. Dramatized by E. A. McFadden from the 
beautiful story of R. M. Alden. Especially appropriate 
tor Sunday Schools at Christmas. Exquisite music, 
costumes and setting. A 26-page appendix tells how 
to stagethe play. Price 25 cents. Address Samuel 
French, 28 West 38th Street, New York City. 


ROYAL BABY PLATE 


Made in hard Chine decorated very artistically with 
designs in keeping with the <p Vag bay etc. 
Each individual plate finished in gold letters with 
Baby’s name. Postpaid $1.00. md $1.00 with 
name of Baby and ae will be mailed in one week 


Mon receipt of cas 
ORRIS CHINA CO., = « Trenton, N. J. 


Digan Wi YOUR CHURCH with Southern Ever- 
een. Write for catalogue. 
. Carter & Co., Box 305, Evergreen, Ala. 
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ALast-Minute Call 
About Our 


Christmas Club Offer 


Have YOU taken advantage of the CHRIST- 
MAS CLUB OFFER as described on page 726 

of last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times? If you haven't, there is still time to 
send in your order before Christmas, and 
the offer is well worth your thoughtful con- 





sideration. 


A Christmas Order Blank was enclosed with f 
every copy of that issue which went to our 
individual subscribers, and also to persons 
who received specimen copies. 
the embossed Christmas cards that we are 
waiting to send to your friends a few days 


before Christmas. 


If you haven’t already sent in your CHRIST- 
MAS CLUB, may we again impress upon 
you the importance of promptness, to avoid 
the usual holiday congestion of mails? 


MAIL THE ORDER TO-DAY 


eee 


TO YOU 


Don't forget 





1031 Walnut Street . 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


Philadelphia 


J 











POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage; fine stone roads. J,W, Hurley, Mgr. 























For Your Xmas Entertainment 


Lantern and slides rented with 
or without operator, Special sets 
with readings for Christmas. 
Artistic and interesting slides, plain 
or hand colored. ‘*‘Early Life of Christ’’; 
** Christmas Stories,’’ beautifully illustrated. 
New Iiustrator Lantern, 1,000 Candle power 
Incandescent Bulb or Alco-Radiant Light, $40. 

50,000 slides; all subjects. All makes of Moving 
Picture Outfits and Stecoopecoas. Send for catalog. 

. yea BROWN 








& EARL 
918 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 





The Danday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 4, 1915 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either to 
8 1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 





age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 


One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


.FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be seat to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Posta! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it 
will be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 









UCCESSORS TO 
= 2 A.B. & E.L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 


50 SECOND STREET 
EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
Catalogue on request. 


SHAW FURNITURE CO. 











PASTORS COMMUNION SERVICE 






















MITE BOXES 
| For Missionary Special Offerings 


Thess boxes are so constructed 
that the money cannot be re- 
moved without destroying the 
box. Samples and Prices of the 
various styles sent on request. 
Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Mfrs. Folding Paper Boxes ofall kinds 











how thisstandard high grade 
fully visible typewriter 
— friends = let them 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 19, 1915 
How the Prophecy of the Angels’ 
Christmas Song May Come Tru 

(Luke 2 : 8-20). ; 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.— Peace with God (Rom. 5 : I-11). 

‘TUES. —Peace of God (Phil. 4 : 6, 7). 

WED.—Peace with men (Heb. 12 : 6-14). 

‘THURS.— Peace among nations (Psa. 46 : 
I-I1t). 

Fri.—Industrial good will {Luke 7 : 1-10). 

Sat.— Love, the ‘v!filler ‘Col. 3 : 8-15). 














What can we do for universal peace ? 
How can we live as brothers with all men ? 
How can we glorify God ? 


OT for many days have men longed for 
peace and thought of ‘‘the roads to 
peace’’ as they have longed and 

thonght this past year. The great war has 
brought home to men’s hearts everywhere 
the evil and horror of war, 


% 

‘*O shame to man! Devil with devil damn’d 

Firm concord holds,—men only disagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace; and—God proclaiming 

eace,— 

Yet fived in hatred, enmity, and strife 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars, 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy ; 

As if,—which might induce us to accord,— 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides, 

That day and night for his destruction wait!" 

“<< 

‘There are many who have fought for pa- 
triotism, striving to lay aside all hate and 
believing that they were struggling for what 
is right. But if right was on both sides 
then war was not the way to settle the con- 
fusion, I! it was on one side alone, then 
those who fought on the other side fought 
not for right but for wrong. Some are left 
doubtless who think war a fine thing but 
most of the world abhors it with a deeper 
abhorrence than ever before in history, 


“ 

The Christmas message accordingly is the 
world’s longed for message. What can 
make men love one another and be one? 
**Christ can’’ sang the angels, ‘‘he has 
come for this.’’ 

% 

He came to make men one with God. 
His supreme work was the work of atone- 
ment, that is, at-one-ment, For God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself. 
‘The unrest and discontent of mind which 
comes to us because we do not feel comfort- 
able with God, and the poverty and distor- 
tion of the life which is either willfully or 
heedlessly out of sympathy with God, Christ 
came to take away by bringing us through 
forgiveness into obedience and love, making 
us one with God in Him, The very great- 
est need of each man and of all men is the 
very thing the angels said was now to be 
met in the gift of God which had come. 

< 

Christ came to make men one among them- 
selves. Paul rejoiced to find in the gospel 
the great world-unifying power. ‘* But now 
in Jesus Christ ye that once were far off are 
made nigh in the blood of Christ. For he 
is our peace, who made both one, and 
brake down the middle wall of partition, 
having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances ; that he might create in himself 
of the two one new man, so making peace; and 
might reconcile them both in one body unto 
God through the cross, having slain the en- 
mity thereby: and he came and preached 
peace to you that were far off, and peace to 
them that were nigh: for through him we 
both have our access in one Spirit unto the 
Father. So then ye are no more strangers 
and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God”’ (Eph. 2 : 13-19). 

2 

Whence come wars and fighting: ? 
is their origin? James has avery clear opin- 
ion. He says they originate in the discord 
which is in individual lives. ‘*Come they 
not hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members?’’ If men were united in 


What 


( Continued on next page) 
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If your children are pale or frail, 
if they catch colds easily, lack am- 
bition or are backward in school, 
they need SCOTT’S EMULSION 
which is rich in the food elements 
to create, good blood to strcrr's 
bodies and 8 
EMULSION is free from al- 
cohol or habit forming 














UNION LESSON GUIDE 


Contains a List of the 
INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS for 1916 
New Testament: Acts, Epistles and Revelation 

iving dates of lessons, titles, where found, an 
e Golden ‘Texts printed in full for memorizing. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Graded T 


‘To aid the teacher in adapting the central truth 
of the lesson to the age of the pupils—three grades : 

(1) Senior and Adult Classes, over 16. 

(2) Intermediate Classes, from 12 to 16. 

(3) Primary and Junior Classes, under 12. 
Record of Sermon Texts 


To encourage regular church attendance. 


The Union Daily Home Readings 
Arranged for consecutive reading of the entire 
books from which the lessons are chosen. 


Valuable Facts for Sunday-School Workers 
3 cents each, or $2.00 for 100, postpaid 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Junior Parish sy nerbert w. Lathe 


Not the how but the what of success- 
ful, heart-to-heart apes ye -Saown, 
Progressive pastor to junior mem! 
of his congregation. I daves home forthe 

pastor 

Also well adapted for juvenile reading. 

12mo. 278 pp. Cloth. $1.00 

The New Testament with Notes 
Has grown to be a standard. Full explanations, notes 
and instructions of the test at the bottom of every page. 
Use it for the Sunday-school lessons and see how much 
more interesting it makes them. Fits 
Divinity circuit $1 .08 postpaid. 

Catalog on request 

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 

Park Avenue and 40th Street, New York 


|PRECIOUS PROMISE BIBLE 














just SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW 
Tae || ALL THE PROMISES IN REO | 


MOST COMFORTING BIBLE PUBLISHED 
The famous International clear type. self-pronouncing edition, 
with all the teachers’ helps. Beautifully illustrated in colors. 
Leather, only $3.75. Descrip:ive Circular Free. 


GLAD TIDINGS PUB. CO., Lakeside Building, CHICAGO 














Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


REVELL’S Church Treasurer’s 
RECORD “WerxtY ENveLore system” 
THREE SIZES, net $1.50—$2.00—$3.50 


Special Offer A returnable copy of this Record 


will be sent postpaid for examina- 
tionto any treasurer. Givenumber of churchmembers. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Av., N.Y. 125 No. Wabash Av- 


POULTRY PAPER #7s2t.11°S" 


periodical, up- 
to-date; tells all 
you want to know about care and manage- 
ment of poultry for pleasure or profit. Four 
months for 10 cents. 
Poultry Advocate, Dept. 139, Syracuse, N. Y. 


















THIS BEAUTIFUL FRENCH 


IVORY NAPKIN RING 


engraved with Old English letter, 
sent with illustrated catalogue con- 
taining many suggestions for use- 
ful Xmas gifts in French ivory. 
= Special 25 cents. Send price to- 
day, stating initial desired, to 


A.H.McTighe, 437-Sth Ave. New York 


piipemaneel ra 




















When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 




















LESSON FOR DEC. 19 (a Kings 17 : 1-18) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





BIBLE STUDY | BY MAIL 


ES 
Offered by Prof. E. S. Young, B-A., B.D, 


The First Course 
is invaluable for all Sunday-school and 
Christian workers, as it gives them a thor- 
ough insight into Bible Study. 


The Second Course 

is the advanced Bible Course, including the 
study of the book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
which will prove most opportune and helpful 
to all Sunday-school workers during 1916— 
in preparing their Sunday-school lessons. 

We have students all over the world, 
always ready to commend our complete and 
thorough course in Home Bible Study. 

Write for testimonials and our free book- 
let entitled ‘‘ The Study of the Bible,’ and 
become better acquainted with the greatest 
of all books. 

Write to-day. 


THE BIBLE STUDENTS’ LEAGUE 
Claremont, California, or Elgin, Illinios 
BARGAINS 


BARSAINS BOOKS 


Tue Home LireSeries, Published by Macmillan Co. 
CHINA, TURKEY, SPAIN and RUSSIA 
blished Price, h 
ae sient Our Special Price 75¢ Postage roc 
The H. R. Huntting Company 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

















SEND FOR OUR BARGAIN CATALOGS 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
themselves, if the evil lusts and passions 
were driven out of the personal will and the 
prayer were fulfilled for each man, ‘‘ Unite 
my heart to fear thy name”’ there would be 
no more wars or strifes among men. Each 
human heart is a war. Let Christ make 
peace there and war is ended everywhere. 


A selfish Christmas time is a contribution 
to the spirit of war. 

Each deed of forgiveness and love is an 
impediment to war. 


If man is justified only in trusting those | 


who are worthy of his trust, how was Jesus 
justified in trusting himself to men? If 
his principle was right, how can Europe 
justify its war? 

And if only all men would have Christ’s 
mind would they not haveonemind? (Rom. 
15:5, 6). 

New York City, 


‘ae 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


371. Who bought land and stored the deeds 
away in an earthen vessel, and why? 

372. What dying man left a legacy of blood 
and revenge to his son? 


What old man fed a hungry king, and 
what reward did he receive? 


374. What king climbed a mountain bare- 
foot? what king ate grass? what king 
was a farmer’s son? what king was a 
shepherd boy? and what king was the 
son of a servant? 

What prince obtained an interview with 


a general, but set fire to the latter’s 
field ? 


373- 


375- 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

366. Absalom (2 Sam. 18 : 17, 18). 

367. David (2 Sam, 24). 

368. The argument between Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram on one side, and Moses on 
the other,.as to whether they had equal 
authority was settled by the earth open- 
ing and swallowing up the first three 
(Num, 17). 

369. When the wise woman of Tekoah per- 
suaded David to allow Absalom to re- 
turn (2 Sam. 14 : 2-20). 

370. When Absalom rejected the counsel of 
Ahithophel, he lost his kingdom and 
his life, and Ahithophel took his own 
life (2 Sam. 17 : 1-4, 23; 18 : 6-15). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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[ Children at Home 





** But you'll 
I haven’t 


A Queer Little Santa Claus 
By Alice E. Allen 
‘¢ [’M GOING to have some Christmas if 
I have to make it myself, mother,’’ 
cried Nannie. 

Nannie had lived ten years and in each 
year there had been a Christmas with a tree 
or stockings in it. It wasn’t any use telling 
her you could get through a year with no 
Christm&s whatever. She knew you couldn’t. 

Mother smiled at her. 

** All right, dear,’”’ she said. 
have to make it out of nothing. 
any money.” 

**Guess I can have a Christmas without 
any old money,’’ cried Nannie. ‘* When 
there’s popcorn to begin on.’’ 

But that very night, when Nannie went to 
the attic to get the popcorn, there were only 
three ears left. It had all been used for 
Ben’s party Hallowe’en. They had called 
it a popcorn party, because there wasn’t 
much else, and they’d had the best time, 
doing all sorts of things with it. 

Now there wasn’t even popcorn. Ben 
had been sick. Then Nannie had been 
sick. Now mother was sick, And there 
were doctors’ bills and you have to eat and 
keep warm and have some clothes, 

‘*T’ve got three ears,’’ cried Nannie, Ben 
came in just then, and wanted to know 
where she got the extra ear. And by the 
time Nannie had explained that she meant 
popcorn ears—not ears to hear with—every- 
one was laughing. 

And did you ever notice how much better 
things seem when you begin laughing about 
them? If not, just try it and see, 

‘*We’re going to have some Christmas,’’ 
Nannie told Ben later, ‘‘even if it’s only 
the leastest bit.’’ 

** Wish I could write that story,’’ said Ben 
gloomily. ‘‘I’d get five dollars, maybe.’’ 

*¢I] wish you could,’’ said Nannie. Old 
Mrs, Thorn had offered a prize of five dol- 
lars for the best story written in Ben’s grade 
at school. But it must be about an animal, 
and it must be a Christmas story, and it 
must be true, and it wasn’t an easy thing todo. 

Next morning, Nannie began her Christ- 
masing. She went alone into the woods and 
cut down a small tree. It was very small. 
But she fastened it up securely on a little 
stand in the parlor, Then she hunted up 
some scraps of bright paper, and made pretty 
things to hang on it,—silver stars and golden 
bells and red and blue and green balls. 
And she found the odds and ends of candles 
left from last year’s tree and cut them all the 
same length and put them on the little 
branches. And then she shelled the corn 
and popped it carefully and strung it and 
draped it prettily on the green boughs. 

** Who said I couldn’t have some Christ- 
mas ?’? she said. 

The tree stood all alone in the little par- 
lor. Next morning, when Nannie peeped 
in at it, there it was all glistening and green 
and fragrant in the morning sunlight. But 
one end of popcorn was trailing down from 
a branch and there were bits of corn on the 
floor near by. 


‘I must have caught it on something,’’ | love. 


thought Nannie, as she fastened the trailing 
end back in place. ‘‘I must be careful— 
popcorn’s precious this year.’’ 

Nannie couldn’t goto schocl while mother 
was sick, That noon one of the girls sent 
her some pretty candy hearts. Ben bored 
little holes in them and Nannie strung them 





fire was bright in the coal-stove, And there 
on the stand under the tree, sitting on a 
broken candy heart, was a wee gray-brown 
mouse, at 

Above his head rose the red ribbon bow 
of the candy-heart, giving just the prettiest 
Christmas touch. And even as they watched, 
the mouse tugged at a popcorn string. 
Down it came, so suddenly that the little 
mouse jumped and fell off the stand. Then, 
with a scurry, holding the string in his 
mouth, away he went toward the hall door. 

*¢ Oh, Nannie,” cried Ben, ‘* Thestory!”’ 

Then and there, Nannie and Ben sat 
down by the stove. And Ben told Nannie 
his Christmas story. It was to be about a 
poor little mouse who had a lot of children 
and no Christmas to give them, and of how 
he found fresh popcorn growing on a beauti- 
ful Christmas tree and carried it home to 
them, and of what a merry Christmas the 
whole family had. 

The first of the winter term, when the 
prizes were announced, you won’t be sur- 
prised to know that the first one, of five dol- 
lars, was awarded to ‘+The Mouse Who 
Played Santa Claus’’: A True Story, by 
Ben Reed. 
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The air carrying the antiseptic vapor, inspired with 
every breath, makes breathing easy, soothes the sore 
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Cresolene relieves the bronchial complications 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid in 
the treatment of Diph theria. 
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For Sale by Druggists 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the 
irritated throat, composed of slippery elm bark, 
licorice, sugar and Cresolene. ey can’t harm 
you. Of your druggist or from us 1oc, in stamps. 
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December 13 to 19 
Mon.—2 Kings 17 : 1-8. 
The Fall and Captivity of Israel. 

How easy it. is to ‘* walk according to the 
statutes of the kings.’’ Walking with God 
requires courage and real faith in Him who 
is invisible, for it is a walking in the opposite 
direction from that of the crowd. Israel 
failed in this and fell, thus bringing about 
her captivity. Every one departing from 
God repeats the same folly. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS ;: Pray for all Chris- 
tian boys and girls at school. Someof them 
have a difficult situation to fill, since they 
are expected to act in many ways at vari- 
ance with their Christian profession. Pray 
also that a Christian atmosphere may pete 
vade all our schools, public and private. 
Tues.—2 Kings 17 : 9-23. 

Sin the Cause of Disaster. 

One characteristic of Israel’s sin was that 
of ‘* secrecy,’’ and may refer to an attempt 
to worship God and serve idols at one and 
the same time. There are ‘‘secret fauits ’’ 
undiscovered to ourselves, and of these we 
need beware. White ants can as readily 
bring about destruction as can apparently 
more potent forces, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 


prayer the young people who have left home 
for their education, Pray that they may be 


| safeguarded from the perils of city life in 


which they find themselves, and that they 
may be prevented lapsing intoirreligion and 
spiritual carelessness. Pray for other peo- 
ple’s children in our midst. 


Wed.—Amos 4: 4-13. Israel’s Blindness. 

Mark the sad cadence of the five-fold re- 
frain, ‘* Ye have not returned unto me, saith 
Jehovah, Nothing could more graphically 
describe the folly and blindness of sin than 


| just this persistency in rejecting the Divine 


The sin is no less common in our own 


| day than then. 





on red ribbons and hung them on the tree. | 


The next morning, she peeped in at the 
tree again. This time a long end of pop- 
corn lay across the stand, reaching almost 
to the floor, And tiny kernels were scat- 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray -for those 
who have left our homes at marriage and 
for the new homes recently established, that 
in them the family altar may be erected and 
the Lord himself recognized as Head of the 
House, Pray for family circles which have 
been broken through removals to other parts 


| of the country and for thos: who have gone 


tered all the way to the door leading into the | 


hall. While Nannie was wondering about 
it, she found marks of tiny teeth in one of 
the candy-hearts. 

**It must be a mouse, 
Nannie told her. 

That night was Christmas Eve. About 
twelve o’clock, just as they had done once 
years before, looking for Santa Claus, Ben 
and Nannie stole down stairs, Outside the 
parlor door they paused to listen. At first 
all was still. ‘Then all at once they heard 
a soft little scurry, and the rattle of paper 
covering the little table. 

Softly, Ben pushed the door open, 


*”? said mother when 


The 





abroad, 


Thurs.—Amos 2: 6-16. Destruction Foretold. 
God always gives ample warning before 
his stroke of chastisement falls. Let us not 
misinterpret the Lord’s longsuffering, pa- 
tience, and mercy. His words of threaten- 
ing and warning will as surely have their 
fulfilment as his words of grace and promise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We should never 
let a week pass‘without interceding for the 
work of God in distant lands. Pray for 
Christian missions in West Africa and for 
the European and American population 
there. For missionaries, their wives and 
children, native ministers, teachers and 
evangelists, elders and church officers. 


(Continued on next page) 













SENT FREE 


All charges prepaid . 
subject to examination. 


HURLBUT’S 
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Published Just In Time 
For Christmas Giving 


The NEWEST and MOST COM- 
PLETE narrative of Our Saviour’s 
life. <A truly inspired book, writ- 
ten with all the lucid description, 
all the beautiful simplicity which 
Dr. Hurlbut's long life of reverent 
study and religious authorship make 
possible. Evefy page is an inspira- 
tion. Every chapter can be perfectl 
understood, even by children. A 
- f valuable aid to parents, teachers and 
jf ministers. It is difficult to conceive 
|:] of a more appropriate gift for young 
i) } people. 

Illustrated by Wm. Hole, R. S. A., R. E. 
Besides the glowing story in written word, this 
ateat book contains 200 vivid illustrations. 
Many are actual phs. Eighty are full- 
page drawings by William Hole, R. S. A., R. E., 
sixteen of which are in colors. All have been 
carefully selected for uhiformity and in them- 
selves graphically tell the Gospel Story. 

This wonderful book, with fits 500 pages of 
large, clear type, 200 pictures, handsome cloth 


binding, embellished cover and chronological 
and topical index, 


Sent Free for Examination 
We Pay Postage 


Just fill in the coupon, mail to us, and we will 
AT ONCE send the book, a// charges prepaid. 
If it pleases you, send us on/y $7.50. (The best 
written, best illustrated book ever published at 
: the price.) If it does not please you, return it, 
H at our expense,in 5 days. Fill in and mail 
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Prudence of the Parsonage is a 
story as fresh and sweet as cherry 
blossoms with dew on them.— 
James Whitcomb 








A fascinating story is Prudence of the 
Parsonage. it grips the reader to the finis 
as by a vise. e forgets the dinner bell. 
No bad taste is left of the perusal. It is 
a wholesome book and intensely interest- 
ing. ‘The whole family will be charmed by 
the recital of the ways of this Parsonage 

roup. — . le 

alvary Methodist 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


At all bookstores, or mailed by the 
publishers for $1.25. | 


THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY | 
Merrill Park Circle Indianapolis, Ind. | | 


Episcopal Church, 





Fri. —Hosea 9: 1-9. Prophetic Warning. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


( Continued from preceding page) 


God loved his people, but he could not 
look upon their sin, and therefore for every 
act of transgression and disobedience they 
would be punished. Even believers cannot 
sin without reapirg in this life the fruit of 
their folly, and in the life to come fail of the 
reward given for faithfulness. 

Prayer Succsstions : [f prayer ts read, 
tt will not be empty. Intercession is not the 
breathing out of pious wishes; its aim is to 
bring down blessing on those for whom per- 
severing prayer is made, hen ask defi- 
nitely for all Christian workers that they 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit for effect- 
ive service. 


Sat.—Amos 9: 7-15. Restoration Promised. 
How magnificently does this prophecy of 
Micah close. It is the promise of resurrec- 
tion and glory. The fallen kingdom shall 
be enriched, extended, and made to endure 
forever. The house of David shall once 
more rise and the nation be restored to bless- 





ing. Note the threefold promise of verse 


16. It constitutes ‘‘ the music of the victory 
love.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Spirit of God may work a deep conviction of 
sin in the world. Without that no lasting 
revival can take place. Pray for it, that 
the gospel may be preached in such power as 
to bring about genuine conversions, We 
long for the old-time cry, ‘What must I do 
to be saved?” 


Sun.—Psalm 1. The Righteous and the Wicked. 

There is progress in sin as well as prog- 
ress in holiness. Bad men get worse and 
good men get better. When a man heeds 
the counsel of the wicked he soon sits down 
with open scorners. If we make the Bible 
our companion we shall be led into prosper- 
ity, fruitfulness, and abiding blessing. 

PRAYER SuccEstTions: Ju the solemn and 
glad quiet of this Lord’s Day let us think of 
the wild and mad riot of war on the Euro- 
pean Continent, and pray that a Divine 
intervention may bring this wasting de- 
struction to an end. Pray for the wounded 
and dying whose cries ascend into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth. 


New York City. 
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Old Testament 
Stories 


20 Volumes, each 16 pages and cover 
Published at 5 cts. each, or 20 Books for $1.00 


These stories of the leaders and heroes of 
the Old Testament are in biographical form. 
They are true to the letter and spirit of the 
Bible, and give Bible history in a form in- 
teresting to young people and well worth 
while to those who are older. 

Each book has at least one illustration ; 
some two; and the very best illustrations, 
principally by modern artists, are used. 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











An ideal Christmas gift 
The Runner’s Bible 


Compiled by Nora Holm 


Passages of comfort and inspiration 
from the Old and New Testaments, 
accompanied by. brief suggestions 
for their practical application, and so 
arranged that the reader can quickly 
find just the selections for his special 
needs, 
Heavy paper, 75 cents net; limp leather, 
$1.50 net. At all bookstores or send 
stamps, check, or money orcer to 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 
4 Park Street, Boston 














TEACHERS of INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSONS, 1916 


ATTENTION !! 


The 1916 Series of Lessons centers in the Book of Acts. 
Teachers, do you jong for persevering study b 
your pupils? IF SO, TRY THiS.—Secure for eac 
pupil an outline pamphlet, in which he may record 
every week, chapter by chapter, the results of the chap- 
ter Search. —Send for sample copy, 25 cents,— Prepared 
specially, and sold only, by Dr. N. Palmer, Prac- 
tical Bible Teacher, Winona Lake, Indiana. 





Deeper Experiences 
of Famous Christians 


By J, Grrcurist Lawson 
Recently published. Is the greatest 
book on the Spirit-filled life. 382 pages. 
‘Twenty-one full-page portraits. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Agents Wanted 
The Glad Tidings Pub.Co,, Lakeside Bldg. Chicago, IL 


** OME -MAKING. THE REW PROFESSION.” 

“dustrated handbook—it’s FREE 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teache 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, s02 W. 69th St., Cuicaco, Iu. 











*is a 100-pp. il- 
. Home study 





Christianity and the Jew (By Dela- 
ware W. Scott),—‘t To the Jew first.’’ Is 
this a principle for work to-day? ‘The author 
thinks it is, and rightiy ; and on it bases an 
earnest appeal for missionary work among 
the Jews. In eleven chapters the theme is 
variously presented and forcibly applied. It 
is a book to be placed in the hands of all 
Christian people, for it is calculated to im- 
press the mind, stir the heart, and exercise 
the conscience on the evangelization of 
Israel. (Cincinnati: Standard Publishlng 
Company, 75 cents, postpaid.) 


Around the World with Jack and 
Janet (By Norma R. Waterbury).—Taking 
imaginary tours through missionary countries 
via The Pen and Ink Line has long been a 
favorite method of giving missionary informa- 
tion to the young. This year’s foreign mis- 
sion study book for Juniors is on this 
order, but in this case the tour was a real 
one, the characters alone being fictitious, 
The author, an alert college girl of mission- 
ary parentage, took the trip last year, and 
writes from first-hand knowledge. The 
large amount of information is interesting 
and authentic. (We-t Medford, Mass.: Cen- 
tral Committee on the United Study of For- 
eign Missions. Paper, 25 cents.) 


The Life Story of a Russian Exile 
(By Marie Sukloff).—This antobiography is 
also the story of the passion of a young 
woman to open the door for the prisoners of 
hope. A Russir2-. social-revolutionist, throw- 
ing the bomb that killed Governor Khvos- 
tof, escaping twice from Siberia, hunted by 
men and bloodhounds, watched by spies,— 
undaunted, she yet determines to free Russia. 
None can understand Miss Sukloff’s joy in 
her regained freedom, her exultation in the 
delicious sweetness of nature, like the one 
who knows the liberty the Lord Jesus gives 
and his rest after bitter bondage. That is 
what her Russia needs; her program, earn- 
est and sincere as it is, will never release 
one of them. (Ncw York: The Century 
Co., $1.50 net.) 


Habits That Handicap (By Charles B. 
Towns).—For fifteen years the author has 
been dealing with alcoholism and morphin- 
ism, and has kept minute details of between 
six and seven thousand cases that he has ex- 
amined, He declares that in practically all 
‘these cases there has been a history of ex- 
cessive tobacco using. Mr. Towns has 
studied the question of alcoholics and habit- 
producing drugs not only in this country, 
but in China and Europe. He asserts that 
the hope for the bard drinker lies first in 
ridding his system of the alcoholic and drug 
poison, and afterward of giving him such 
treatment as will build him ap physically 
and mentally, as well as impart moral stamina 
to his soul. Throughout the entire volume 
the author emphasizes in all conceivable 
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ory read in| 


ways the old adage that ‘*an ounce of pre- 
vention is worth a pound of cure.’’ An ad- 
| ditional chapter of great value on the rela- 
| tion of alcohol to disease is contributed by 


Dr, Alexander Lambert. While many will 
miss any reierence to Christ’s power to guard 
from or to break habits, this book is a mas- 
terly treatment, from the medical viewpoint, 
of a most serious as well difficult theme, 
(New York: Century, $1.20 net.) 


The Eskimo Twins (By Lucy Fitch 
Perkins).—A book for little people that 
holds their interest and at the same time 
educates and instructs them is a boon to 
mothers and all workers with children. 
**The Eskimo Twins,’’ the fourth in the 
popular ‘Twins Series,’ gives such vivid 
and fascinating pictures of child-life ‘‘ far 
away in the North, near the very edge of 
the Great White World, where the snow 
never melts,’’ that children can not fail to 
love it. Like its predecessors it is charm- 
ingly written, copiously illustrated with draw- 
ings by the author, and attractively bound. 
The manners and customs of the Eskimos 
are faithfully portrayed, but one wonders 
whether the experiences of any child, espe- 
cially among a superstitious, non-Christian 
people, could be so uniformly happy as these, 
(Houghton Mifflin Co., $1 net.) 


The Conquering Jew (By John Foster 
Fraser).—A series of well-written chapters 
in support of the title describe the character- 
istics, attainments, and enterprises of Jews 
in different parts cf the earth. A people 
without a country, yet found everywhere, 
adapting itself to all circumstances and yet 
remaining distinct. An endeavor is made to 
account for this wonderful phenomenon, and 
the facts adduced are at once fascinating and 
impressive. But it is significant that no ref- 
erence is made to the biblical aspect. of the 
Jews, which to a Christian is the most striking 
fact of all, Mr, Fraser’s book will provide 
ample material brought down to date to sup- 
port the contentions urged in Dr. Kellogg’s 
remarkable work (now out of print), ‘¢ The 
Jew.’’ The use of these two books together 
will prove of great value to all who know 
and love their Bible. (New York: Funk & 
Wagnalls Co., $1.50 net.) 


Fanny Crosby’s Story of Ninety- 
four Years (By S. Trevena Jackson).— 
‘* Aunt Fanny’s”’ reminiscences, as person- 
ally related to the author, an intimate 
aequaintance of more than twenty years, will 
be welcome to many who have loved and 
been helped by her hymns. Her character- 
istics, as indicated by Mr. Jackson, will be 
recognized by all who knew her,—-industry, 
memory, unselfishness, joyousness, sympa- 
thy. The story of her growing intimacy with 
the birds is fascinating. Personal reminis- 
cencés are many and interesting—of Moody, 
Sankey, Stebbins, Doane, and the Mains ; of 
preachers, bishops, educators, poets, states- 
men, and presidents; and the hitherto un- 
published romance of her life is pathetic. 
Numerous photo-illustrations, and accounts 
of the ninetieth anniversary and memorial 
services add to the attractiveness of the vol- 
ume. (New York: Revell, $1 net.) 
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It is eonceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. I¢ is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautifal.' 
The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. | 
Quality—not price—should determine : 
your choice. i 
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Over 1,000,000 Oxtord Bibles sold every year | 


as famous Oxford Teacher’s Helps, 
veniently arranged under one al 


styles. @ The Oxford India Paper editions are lighter and thinner than —_ 
others Oatand ~~ aper is opaque and strong and the pages can be easily turn 
g Only O. are printed on genuine Oxford India Paper. 


‘Six Special Values in 
Oxford Teacher’s Bibles 


All contain the famous Oxford Teacher’s Helps 
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The Woman Movement 


By A. L. McCrimmon, $1.00 net. 

A review of the history of the Woman Movement—together with 
detailed examination of the educational, legal, economic, argumenta- 
tive and scientific phases it has assumed. 


Foreign Classics in English 


By W. C. Wilkinson. Per volume, $1.00. Per set, $5.00. 

Six volumes uniform in style and binding, with maps and illustrations, 
A masterfully prepared digest in English of the famous foreign classic 
authors, giving the reader a clear and satisfying knowledge of the 
world’s best classical literature. The volumes are as follows: 

Greek Classics in English. Vol. land II, French Classics in English. 
Latin Classics in English. Vol. landilI. German Classics in English. 


A Trip to the Orient 


Leaves from the Note-book of Alice Pickford Brockway, Illustrated, 
50 cents net. 


A simple, straightforward account of a visit to some mission fields in 
China and Japan. 


Letters to Betsey 


By Jennie L. Cody. 75 cents net. 





By W. J. Sly, Ph.D. 


Real letters, full of the charm of naturalness. 
years in China, and a hospital nurse during the exciting weeks of the 
revolutionary change from monarchy to republic, Miss Cody was in di- 
rect touch with the life of the people, and her correspondence throws 
an effective side-light on conditions at the time. 


World Stories Retold 


Illustrated, $1.00 net. 


Just the book for the parent, the teacher, the preacher, for anyone to 
whom a child comes with the plea, ‘‘ Tell me a story.” 


A missionary for six 
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Puzzled Souls (By Annie Trumbull 
Slosson),.—Some of the most masterly stories 
that ever came from the heart and brain of 
Mrs. Slosson are included in this her latest 
volume. No one who ever read ‘** The Posy 
That Watched, and the Thing That Hap- 
pened,’’ Story-Tell Lib’s flower tale of the 
first Easter, can ever forget the heartbreak 
of joy at the unexpected word of the angels 
at the close of the story, when the posy had 
said, **I never knowed afore that angels 
cried.’’ 
‘©The Infidel’? is sheer genius, Readers 
will find here also the quaint conceit of the 
‘© Old Home Day ”’ story; and animal lovers 
will revel in the dog story of ** Kado,’’ The 
Christmas story from Mrs, Slosson’s pen that 
appears in this issue of The Sunday School 
‘Times, ** ‘The Expected Guest,’’ concludes 
the volume, which is brimming over with the 
love and power and Christian faith and 
Yankee ‘*homeyness ’”’ that have endeared 
the author to so many thousands of eager 
readers for a generation past. Few daintier 
Christmas gifts are there than this little book 
of heart life. (Philadelphia: The Sunday 
School Times Company, 75 cents.) 


The Bible Story, Old and New Testa- 
ment (By William Canton),—Nearly a hun- 
dred and fifty narratives, each of them a 
little classic in itself, make up this rare Bible 
story, briefly retold in masterly English. As 
the author suggests in his unusual preface, 
which is entitled ‘* Day Dreams of Naza- 
reth,’’ and is addressed ‘* To Animula, ‘ Guest 
and Comrade,’ ”’ it is the story that Jesus 
read at Nazareth, followed by the story of his 
own life on earth and of what happened 
afterward. There is vigor and poetry and 
power in these retold narratives, and they 
are calculated to give the English reader a 
new insight into the matchless life stories of 

the Book. It is a work of literary power 
that the mature Bible student will rejoice to 
read, yet it is a Bible story that children and 
young people may delight in. ‘There are 


words used that young children will not 
know the meaning of, yet strong, vigorous 


The spiritual insight of the story of | 
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Anglo-Saxon is one of the charms of the 
book. Long words are used only when they 
serve a real purpose, as when Sisera in his 
weariness fell into ‘‘a fathomless sleep,’’ 
and when Solomon built **the house mag- 
nifical’’; Belshazzar is described as ‘* fool- 
merry.’’ Some of the titles of the stories 
also leave a lasting impression because they 
so exactly fit the story,—‘*The Tower of 


Confusion,’’ ‘*’Fhe Wrestlers of the Night,’’ | 


**One Little Ewe Lamb,’’ ‘*The Dogs of 
Jezebel,’ ** The Kiss of the Traitor,’’ ‘* ‘The 
Mockery of Justice.’”? The eighteen colored 
plates, carefully selected to illustrate out- 
standing incidents of the Story, are as ex- 
ceptional in their execution as the text,— 
they glow with the warmth and reality of 
life. This would be a welcome gift indeed 
to any appreciative lover of books and of 
The Book. (New York: Hodder and 
Stoughton, $2.) 


Hurlbut’s Story of Jesus for Young 
and Old (By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D.). 
—A new **Story of Jesus’? could scarcely 
come with a higher commendation than the 
announcement that it is written by the author 
of ‘* I[urlbut’s Story of the Bible,’’ of which 
over half a million copies have been sold, 
With the same charming simplicity and di- 
rectness that have made the **Story of the 
Bible ’’ a universal favorite, Dr. Hurlbut has 
told the complete story of Jesus, based on 
the Gospel narrative, with nothing added to 
it. His aim has been to include no words 
or sentences that a child of ten would need 
to ask the meaning of, yet to make the book 
not childis), but simple, so that older folks 
may also read with interest and profit. From 
the first chapter on ‘* The Lord’s Land’? to 
the one hundred and third chapter on ‘‘ Jesus 
Rising up from Earth to Heaven,”’ this aim 
has been realized ; and the book should be 
blessedly used to spread a true and accurate 
knowledge of Jesus, and make young people 
hungry for the gospel narrative in the origi- 
nal words. The remarkable work of the 
author has been admirably supplemented by 
the two hundred illustrations, including 
eighty full-page pictures by William Hole, 
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of which fifteen are colored plates. ‘The 
type is large and clear, and all that might be 
wished for isa more durable binding. Al- 
together this is a work worthy to take its 
place beside Hurlbut’s ‘* Story of the Bible ”’ 
as a treasured volume in the family shelf of 


Bible books, (Philadelphia: Winston, $1.50), 
Why I Believe in Poverty (By Edward 


Bok).—The editor of The Ladies’ Home 
Journal has been rebuked by a number of 
his readers from time to time for preaching 
economy that he himself knew nothing of 
the necessity for. Mr. Bok a few months 
ago answered this straight challenge in the 
pages of the Journal, and his little article, 
‘*Why I Believe in Poverty as the Richest 
Experience That Can Come to a Boy,’’ un- 
doubtedly surprised as well as stimulated 
thousands of the Journal readers. Ina few 
hundred words Mr. Bok sketches his boy- 
hood and shows how he has had personal 
experience of almost every phase of poverty. 
So great was the demand for the magazine 
that printed this article that it has been put 
into an attractive little book to extend fur- 
ther its stimulating message that poverty is 
‘*the greatest blessing in the way of the 
deepest and fullest experience that can come 
to a boy,—but ‘always as a condition to 
work out of, not to stay in.’? (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 50 cents net.) 


The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment (Boy Scout Edition).—What will 
doubtless most delight the enthusiastic Boy 
Scout with this volume, which is designed 
especially for him, is the translation into 
**modern American.”’ It may help many a 
boy who has thought of the Bible as a dull 
book, and hard to understand, to discover 
that the New Testament is a fascinating 
Book. ‘This translation, issued first in 1900, 
has met with strong endorsement from scliol- 
ars as well as from the plain readers. Ilere 
and there, as in some of the paragraphs in- 
troducing the books, there is an unfortunate 
trace of the results of *‘ modern research,’’ 
but this is negligible. There are other fea- 
tures that will commend the book to a live 





boy: it is substantially bound in khaki; the 
Boy Scout insignia, with its motto, ** Be 
Prepared,’’ is on the front cover; there is a 
**Scout’? introduction, including the Scout 
law and a list of New Testament passages on 
the twelve parts of the ‘*law’’; the book is 
printed on thin paper, and is ofa size conve- 
nient to slipinto a large pocket. It would be 
hard to find a better Christmas gilt for a live 
Boy Scout. (New York: Revell, 85 cents net.) 


Practical and Social Aspects of 
Christianity (iy Professor A. T, Robert- 
son, M.A., D.D., LL.D.) gives the sub- 
stance of a course of addresses on the Epis- 
tle of James delivered ‘by one of the first 
Greek scholars of the day, It is clear, prac- 
tical, and helpful, and, though based on a 
close study of the Greek text, is full of sim- 
ple, spiritual teaching. It is not often that 
so welcome a blend of scholarship and sim- 
plicity is forthcoming. These expository 
talks will be of great service to those for 
whom they were originally intended,—min- 
isters, social workers, Bible students, and 
Sunday-school teachers. Preachers and 
teachers in particular will learn how to 
adapt and apply their knowledge to the work 
of expounding Scripture to ordinary congre- 
gations and classes, Altogether this is a 
most welcome and delightful treatment of 
an important but often neglected part of the 
New ‘lestament. IIenceforward it will have 
to be included in such a list as is given at the 
end of this book of ** Some Modern Works 
on James.’’ (Doran, $1.25 net). 


Looking for the Saviour (By Philip 
Mauro, Esq.).—An examination and criti- 
cism of the main reasons for the view that 
the ** Rapture of the saints wi!l follow the 
Tribulation,’”? make up Part 1 of this little 
book, The second part provides some posi- 
tive teaching on the general subject of our 
Lord’s return, It is one of the most helpful 
books on the ‘* Blessed Hope,’’ and gives a 
sane presentation of the view that the Com- 
ing is imminent, and that we are to look, not 
for signs, but for the Lord himself. (Revell, 
cloth, 35 cents net; paper, 20 cents net.) 

















N all the development of aids to Bible knowledge, the privilege of giving 

to the public one of the very best has remained for the Christian 
Herald. We have long had under consideration a plan for freshening 
everybody’s knowledge of the Bible and at the same time imparting a new 
vigor and a more lasting result to Bible study. This plan makes use of an 
exercise that is highly regarded by all masters of the art of teaching, 
namely, the study of pictures whose exact meaning is not seen at a 
glance. ‘The very best method for doing this is by a contest in which 
many possible meanings for the picture will suggest themselves, but some 
are bound to be better than others, thus insuring keen interest in the 
competition, 


T has been a problem to adapt this invaluable method of teaching to 
the Scriptures. But the problem has been solved in a most attractive 
way. We could not ask for a better plan by which to interest every one, 





A Popular Bible Picture Study Contest 


young and old, in once more ‘‘Searching the Scriptures.’’ All the parents 
in the great Christian Herald Family will welcome this new departure for 
their children, and they certainly will welcome it for themselves. Pastors 
and Sunday-school teachers will recognize at once the stimulus of this splen- 
did contest in the Bible knowledge of their charges. 


HE contest will be found to be a mighty triangle of interests :—it will 
provide a fascinating exercise for these winter evenings; it will make 
it possible for over four hundred of the contestants by good work to 
obtain rewards aggregating $2500 in value, all of them desirable ; and it will 
give every contestant a familiarity with the contents of the Bible that should 
long outlast the usual results of years of more or less casual reading and 
more or less detached study. R 
For full particulars of how you may take part in this great contest, ad- 
dress ‘he Christian Herald, 600 Bible House, New York. 


Other Remarkable Features for 1916 


OWEVER gratifying has been the success of the 
Christian Herald during 1915, we look forward to the 
coming year as one that will offer even greater pos- 

bilities for Christian service on the part of this journal and 
its readers. In these pages from week to 
Messages week they will enjoy the inspiration of contri- 
From Great butions from the leading spiritual minds of 
two continents. ‘They will welcome the an- 
preenpere nouncement that Rev. Dr. J. H. Jowett will 
not only lead the Meditations during the coming year, but 
will also preach for them the first sermon of each month. 
Among the other notable preachers who will contribute ser- 
mons throughout the vear are Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan, Rev. David J. Burrell, Prof. James M. Gray, 
Rev. Charles E. Jefferson, Rev. D. H. Steffens, Rev. H. P. Eck- 
hardt, Rev. A. C. Dixon, Rev. C. M. Sheldon, Rev. F. B.Meyer, 
Prof. W. H. T. Dau, Pastor Charles Wagner, Rev. C. H. Park- 
hurst, Bishop Luther B. Wilson, Dr. R. A. Torrey, and others. 
Practically every Protestant denomination will be repre- 
sented through some one or more of its leading ministers, 
But in addition to its regular features, such as the Weekly 
Sermon, the Daily Meditations, the Bible and Newspaper, the 
Editorial Forum, Week in the World’s News, the Sunday 
School, Young People’s Societies, Margaret E. Sangster’s 
Column, The Prayer League, Our Mail-Bag, etc., etc., the 
Christian Herald has arranged for many special 








OMEWHAT in line with the question ‘‘ Shall the Church 
y or State Educate Your Child?” is that other question, 
‘Shall the Church Enter Politics?” True, the subject is 
not a new one, but there isa great necessity for asking it just 
now. What would you say inanswer? Per- 
Church or haps you will find your answer in an article 
State—and = wit oe Gavesed to this subject in the 
hristian Herald. 
Saper wagus “Some Real Stories of Christian Experi- 
ences!”” Every one has some knowledge of wonderful ex- 
periences of this nature. Some of these have been collated 
and will form an illuminating series of Christian experiences 
in the lives of men and women of our own time who have 
made the world better. 


Have you taken part in the “ Revolt Against Teaching 
War in the Sunday Schools’? Do you believe that the old 
Jewish idea should be pushed into the background and the 
Christ-idea of a God of Love and a Gospel of Peace and 
Brotherhood be kept in view and taught in the classes? This 
is a reform which means teaching Christian theology instead 
of Jewish history. 

On the other hand, the Christian Herald will publish dur- 
ing the year the latest word on exploration and investiga- 
tion in Bible lands by Edgar J. Banks and Albert T. Clay. 
Scientific discoveries have thrown wonderful light on the 

historic accuracies of the Bible. 





articles on topics which are of great interest to our 
readers, Let us tell you of only a few. 


ROFESSOR JAMES M. GRAY, Dean of the 
P Moody Bible Institute, and a recognized Amer- 
ican leader in scriptural exposition, has consented 

to write four articles on subjects of vital interest to all 
Christians. Oneof them will be“ The 

Big Subjects Battle of Armageddon: Where It Will 
by Big Men Be Fought, When, and What It 
Means.” Another will be “ The Psalms 

in the Light of the War.” “The Angels at Mons,” 
which is a discussion of Satan and Satanismatthe end 
of the age; and “ The Second Coming of Christ: Is It to 
Be Visible or Spiritual?” ‘hese articles are based on 
prophecy, and will be richly enjoyed by our readers, 
ow do you feel about the education of your Child? 

Do you feel that the Church should take charge of its 
education, or will you leave ittothe State? There are 
powerful influences at work to compel instruction in 
morals and religion, Who will give this instruction and 
how? These questions will form the subject of a series of 
articles which willcommand your interest during 1916, 


O YOU approve of moving picture shows? Ev- 
ery one recognizes in them a tremendous power 
for good or evil. How may they be utilized by 

the Church? Do they, in fact, conflict, or can they be 
of mutual benefit?) Here isa big sub- 

The Church = ject handled in a big and convincing 

and the way. 

Movies In 1916 the American Bible Society 
will celebrate its hundredth anniver- 

Sary, and based upon this momentous event the 


Christian Herald will tell the story of the place 
the Bible has taken in the world during that 
period through the activities of this and other 
Bible societies. It is truly an amazing tale, this 
onward march of the Book of books. There are 
more copies of the Bible sold in the course of a 
year than of any other book, and there is no spot 
on earth which has not felt and been uplifted by its 
influence. 


has been the decadence of formalism and skep- 
ticism. In the midst of strife the nations have 
come to seek God as their only helper and Christ as 
the real Saviour, all of which is ex- 
The World cted to lead to the decline of Church- 
and You lanity and the triumph of Christianity. 
Just how this came about will be ex- 
lained in an article on “Christianity After the 
ar.” In this country, too, people are waking up 
to the necessity of making a special campaign 
to turn the minds of young people from plans for 
a selfish search for success to a life of sacrifice and 
service for others in the name of Christ. An ar- 
ticle describing this movement will be entitled 
**The Unselfish Career.” You will be much inter- 
ested in it, 

So will you be interested in ‘*New Methods of 
Church Work.” Ministers who stick to old methods 
and ministers who have adopted new plans of church 
work will narrate their experiences and tell how they 
achieved success, 


O'%: of the results of the great war in Europe 


RANK G. CARPENTER, the world authority 
on what is picturesque and interesting, has just 
spent a year in Alaska and has come out of that 

strange country with a fascinating story and wonder 
ful pictures. What we miss in our 


A New education through lack of travel can 
Land and be made up by reading what Mr. 
People Carpenter and the few other travelers 


who can approach him in description 
have to say about those portions of the world which 
so few are able to visit. Beginning with the first 
number in January. this popular writer will tell Chris- 
tian Herald readers of the unimaginable life in that 
great northwest corner of the American continent, 
Alaska. 

In the field of fiction we shall provide many stories 
during 1916, seeking diligently for the best there are. 
The story of Amarilly which is now running as a 
serial will continue several weeks in the new year, 
and other serials are now under consideration. We 
expect to print more good fiction in this coming year 
than in the past. 


HESE are only a few of the good things you 

may expect to find weekly in the Christian 

Herald during 1916. Notonly will these articles 

be readable from the standpoint of their great inter- 

est, but the paper itself will be improved typograph- 

ically so that it will be a delight to the eye as well as 

to the mind. One of the features we have arranged 

in this connection will be a series of famous covers 

illustrating scenes in Palestine in full colors from 
photographs sent directly from the Holy Land. 








Over a million people read The Christian Herald every week. Are YOU one of them? If not, you 

should subscribe at once for the most influential religious newspaper of the day. During the last 

twelve months it has published 970 pages of religious and secular news—exclusive of all advertising 
matter. During 1916 it will be bigger and better than ever 








Send in Your Subscription AT ONCE—$1.50 a Year 
Address THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 600 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK 




















